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Congratulations to our friends at KYRS 
who get to stay on the air after the 
FCC approved their bid for a change of 
frequency!

On Wednesday, October 25, 2006, the 
FCC approved the Spokane, WA low-

power FM station’s bid to move from 95.3 
FM to 89.9 FM. This change allows KYRS, 
Thin Air Community Radio, to continue their 
broadcasts of progressive arts, cultural, 
and music programming. 

For over a year, KYRS had been under 
threat of encroachment by an out-of-state 
full-power commercial station, from Idaho. 
In September of 2003, KPDN was granted 
a construction permit from the FCC that 
would allow them to build a new broadcast 
facility to strengthen the station’s signal 
at 95.3 FM and expand their range of 
broadcast into the Spokane market. Due to 
FCC rules that allow full power stations to 
interfere with low-power FM station signals 
(but not vice-versa!), the new antenna 
would be fatal for KYRS which would have 
had to move ten miles farther out of town 
(KYRS is already 10 miles out of town in 
order to protect KPND’s original signal), or 
KYRS would have to go off-air. 

The FCC decision required two waivers, 
one to allow KYRS to be sandwiched 
between 2nd adjacent stations, the other 
to be close to a protected Ch. 6 TV station. 
These two stations on adjacent channels 
signed letters of support for KYRS’s move 
in a show of support uncharacteristic to 
relationships between many broadcasters. 
No waivers of this sort have ever before 
been granted to an LPFM. This decision 
comes thanks to the relentless work of the 
good folks at KYRS, the rad lawyers John 
Crigler and Mike Couzens, engineer Mike 
Brown, and political pressure from U.S. 
Senator Maria Cantwell (D-WA). Maria 
Cantwell’s chief legislative staffer, Michael 
Daum, happened to be an engineer, so 
he was uniquely competent to understand 
the predicament of KYRS, and realize the 
injustice that would be done if they were 

taken off the air. Daum put in long hours 
to help the FCC see the value of allowing 
KYRS this reasonable, but unprecedented 
solution. The Congressional Research 
Service, in a report called for by Cantwell, 
determined that KYRS’s bid for a frequency 
change was not in violation of current low-
power FM rules. The FCC, with the verdict 
of the report, approved the frequency 
change. 

Another thank you goes to KEWU radio 
and KHQ TV, two stations that agreed to 
waivers when they saw that the tiny zones of 
interference that could be caused by KYRS 
( a few dozen feet) were in a completely 
unpopulated area. They wrote  to the FCC 
with letters of support that were essential 
to the successful granting of the waiver. 

Cantwell, a member of the Senate 
C o m m e r c e 
C o m m i t t e e , 
praised the FCC 
decision. “This 
is especially 
i m p o r t a n t 
during a 
time when 
our country 
is seeing a 
race toward 
mass media 
consolidation,” 

Cantwell said, “…because local, 
community-based stations are key to 
preserving media diversity.”

You can visit KYRS online and listen to its 
streaming broadcast at 
http://www.kyrs.org/. Thank Senator 
Cantwell for her support of low-power FM 
radio at http://cantwell.senate.gov/.

Hey Hey,Ho Ho, KYRS  
doesn’t  have to Go!

I       f you are like us 
here at Prometheus, 

wintertime can be a 
drag.  Seasonal
affective disorder and all 
that.  So - its time to find 
something to look
forward to this spring!  Did your station just get 
its construction permit, and
need some help getting on the air?  Do you have 
some equipment that is plaguing
your volunteer staff and in need of a spring 
cleaning?  Did you want to upgrade
that production studio, transmitter or anything 
that just isn’t working as it
should be?

Prometheus Radio Project has been helping low 
power radio stations get on the
air for years now - in every way that we can!  
We have been advocating for more

community radio in Congress and at the FCC, 
holding our Radio Barnraisings to
help train and create more radio and media-
savvy groups, and galvanize the
movement.  One thing we realize is that we 
need to make our services available
with a variety of shapes and sizes.  We are not a 
one-size fits all broadcast
services / contracting company.

We can build anything from the smallest 
studio in a basement closet to a
multi-studio broadcast facility.  We are 
willing to work with you on customizing
our services to fit exactly what you need.  
Maybe you have the studio taken care
of, but are mystified at the prospect of erecting 
a tower on a distant
mountaintop and linking the transmitter site to 
the studio.  We can design and construct any of 
the above as necessary!

For more information on our technical 
services, please contact Andy Gunn - our
Technical and Training Organizer: 
215-727-9620 or andy@prometheusradio.org

Spring is the time to plant (your station)!

by Dharma Dailey

Most media justice activists 
work hard on two important 

areas of media reform: Creating 
accountability from existing media 
companies or creating our own 
media.  But there is a third  area 
that fewer of us are involved in that 
can make a huge difference and 
that is changing the underlying 
communications systems that we 
use as outlets for our own media 
or to receive it from the usual 
sources.

 Politically speaking, it’s 
challenging to work for change of 
communication systems because 
we not only have to worry about 
the hanky panky of Big Media and 
the Telecomms  (phone and cable 
companies) and their cronies in 
DC, but also the armies of lobbyists 
that lurk in our state capitals.  A 
lot of important decisions about 
how we communicate happen 
in state capitals.  When lobbyists 
don’t get their wish lists fulfilled 
in Washington they run to the 

state political machines and vice 
versa.

This summer Prometheus went 
on the road in our home state of 
Pennsylvania to strengthen and grow 
a network of activists who can make 
a difference for communication 
rights in Pennsylvania.  We met 
with LPFM stations, peace groups, 
indymedia makers, political 
activists, environmentalists, cable 
access producers and grassroots 
media reform groups from Erie to 
Philly, from Scranton to Pittsburgh.    
We gave workshops on issues 
that are current in Pennsylvania- 
threats to  community TV cable 
access and bad laws that hamper 
community broadband internet 
here.  More importantly, we agreed 
to work together to make sure that 
community media has a future no 
matter how technology changes or 
what this week’s business plan is for 
media and telecomm industries.

By the end of the summer, we 
already had a network of activists 
who were able to make a difference.  
Activists  we met with across the 
state helped keep a bill that would 
have hurt community cable access 

television 
from 
coming to a 
vote in the state 
legislature.

Prometheus 
volunteers are 
looking forward 
to continuing to build 
the Pennsylvania media activist 
network with more workshops on 
media literacy coming and another 
tour of Pennsylvania coming in the 
spring.

On the Road Again: Summer Media Megatour!

             o, we keep telling you all 
about our barnraisings and how you 
all should be there right?  Many 
of you have been to one or more 
of our weekend-long radio station 
barnraisings, but if you haven’t had 
the chance to get out to one of them 
you can now check out some short 
films on three of our barnraisings 
on our website!  That’s right-- go 
to www.prometheusradio.org and 
click on the Library section 
to see three community radio 
barnraisings including WRFN-lp in 
Nashville TN, UAACC community 
radio in Arusha, Tanzania, and 
KPCN-lp in Woodburn, OR!

NEWS FL   SH

BY ANY MEANS NECESSARY: 

Back in June, we sent out a call for submissions to stations around the country, asking 
the real community radio experts (you guys!) to help us out with a new project.  After 

reading a number of excellent proposals, and hours spent on deliberation, we finally selected 
the stations who will write our new radio Handbooks.  From Automation, to Fundraising, 
these practical guides will help future (and present) generations of community broadcasters 
tackle the unique challenges of running a community radio station.  We’d like to thank 
everyone that entered, and encourage anyone who didn’t get a chance to look out for more 
competitions in the future.  Without any further ado, we’d like to introduce and congratulate 
our passionate and talented winners!  (find out who the winners are on pg. 10)

And Now. . .  Here Are the Winners! 
(of the Handbook Contest)

We’re working hard here at Prometheus to keep you in the know!  And you can show 
your support by visting our website (www.promemethusradio.org) and giving, here.
It’s a quick and easy way to say thanks, and your thoughtful gift will will go a long 
way in ensuring that Prometheus continues to fight for community radio and media
reform.           Thank you!!!    

CONTENTS

Present A Community Barnraising

and

of Greenville, South Carolina

More details coming soon!  Stay up to date through 
Prometheus and Malcolm X Grassroots Movement 
website:
  www.mxgm.org
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This spring, after countless years of rulemak-
ings, court cases and delays, all the FCC ducks 

are in a row  to take applications for new non-com-
mercial radio stations.  That’s right, for five days 
and five days only—probably in April or May, the 
FCC goose will lay hundreds of golden eggs and  will 
accept applications for new FULL-POWER FM sta-
tions.  Available to non-commercial organizations 
and educational groups, these stations can range from 
100 to 100,000 watts, and will lie between 88.1 and 
91.9 on the dial. We have waited for this chance for 
just about forever, and every viable frequency left on 
the FM band will probably be taken in this filing win-
dow, unless you live someplace where wild turkeys 
outnumber people by about a thousand to one. 
 

Commercial stations of this size routinely sell for 
millions of dollars, but the non-commercial licenses are given out 
for free.  The FCC requires an engineering study to be turned in with 
the application, and that could cost you a few thousand dollars. 

Unfortunately, not everyone can seize this occasion. There’s 
absolutely no chance to start a new station anywhere within 20 miles 
of the 50 largest cities of the US. All of the full power channels in 
the top 50 markets were distributed many years ago.  To someone in 
New York or Los Angeles, this non-commercial radio window might 
sound like a waste of time, since no stations will be issued in those 
cities. But evangelical churches in the early 1980’s did not think 
this way.  They have built enormous networks that ensure that every 
town, no matter how small, gets several evangelical radio signals. 
The social, political, and cultural impact of their investment in rural 
channels has been enormous. 

If you are a radio listener in these small towns and rural areas, you 
likely have access to nothing but a few corporate jukebox stations, 
several religious network stations, and perhaps a single NPR outlet.  
With your support, we can empower hundreds of local civil society 
groups to claim their slice of the media pie: re-igniting a robust 
debate in the contested small towns and rural areas of the U.S. 

National media companies and their greedy advertisers have turned 
away from poorer rural audiences, chasing after the more affluent 
and credit-card-in-hand shop-till-you-drop suburbanites.  According 

to a recent study by the Center for Rural Strategies, progressive 
groups have followed a similar tactic, and have gone after urban and 
suburban audiences.  The study argues that this, coupled with the 
lack of media interested in the country’s heartland, has left a vacuum 
that fundamentalist broadcasters have filled.

The rural population numbers about 20% of the population,  but 
holds a significantly larger political share because of institutions 
like the Electoral College.  Religious fundamentalist influence over 
this segment of society has forced issues like Terry Schiavo into the 
mainstream, and has tipped two presidential elections in favor of the 
Bush regime.  It gives us goose bumps to think of it!

What was good for the goose may be good for the gander. 
Avoiding and excluding rural voices is stupid for the progressive 
movement, but misconceptions and stereotypes about rural people 
among progressives just separate us further from people we need 
to be working with and fighting in solidarity with.  Social security, 
health care and other issues of tantamount importance to poorer 
constituencies have been trumped by supposed “ethical” and 
“moral” concerns, such as gay marriage and abortion. With this filing 
window, we have an opportunity to do our part to turn this trend 
around, and empower rural progressives to speak out on a much 
larger scale.  Every place we have ever gone in the United States 
( and Prometheus has organized in 40 states), we have met great 
progressive people—people who could change the debate in every 
town in this country, if only that had a voice in the media. 

We need to get out there and start as many radio stations as possible! 
If you live in a small town, get your goose in the pot! If you are a 
city slicker, tell your friends! Think about your relatives in Kansas 
or Wyoming who need  a new community radio station to make their 
town a better place to live.  Have them tell their friends! If we don’t 
move on this opportunity, for sure our goose will be cooked!
 

Call us if you want to check if your town has an available channel: 
215-727-9620

For more information on the Center for Rural Strategies, visit 
http://www.ruralstrategies.org/
 

From the Kitchen of: Pete Tridish   Servings: 100-100,000 watts

Ingredients:
1 State registered non-profit organization, preferably one that has ripened for more that two years
2 Helpings of engineering and legal advice.  Find some free from Prometheus, but you will  
   probably need a total of 3-6K from paid lawyers and engineers (add more advice in the event of a 
   competition)
1 Half pound of filled-out forms
1 Pinch of available channel in your area 

Directions:
Mix dry ingredients.  Add charismatic and visionary leadership from local leaders and stir until 
sometime in April or May of 2007.  Put on top rack of  FCC oven and bake for 1-5 years, till a fork 
plunged into the agency emerges dry. 

When baking is completed, top with $20,000 to $200,000 to construct the station, depending on your 
altitude, taste in furnishings, and ability to find donated ingredients in the community. 

Turn on radio station, and savor the many flavors of voice from your community!

Calling Anyone Who Has Ever Wanted To 
Start 

A Radio Station In A Small Town!
Siyade Gemechisa
Prometheus Radio Project

As the slogan of this year’s AMARC (a French acronym for 
World Association of Community Radio Broadcasters) 
conference suggests, the days spent during the second week in 

November (11-17th, 2006) in Amman, Jordan were filled with panel 
discussions, workshops and the continuous worldwide networking 
of more than 300 broadcasters and radio advocates from a record-
number 94 countries.  As the Jordanian government continues to make 
tremendous strides in it’s communications policies, having opened 
the spectrum for privately owned radio licenses in 2005, it seemed 
appropriate that a conference of this magnitude be held in it’s bustling 
and growing capital city, Amman.   

The week-long conference began with an entire day of panels and 
workshops focused on the Women’s International Network (WIN), a 
world-wide open participatory communication system by, for and about 
women of all backgrounds, beliefs, nationalities and age groups.  The 
Women’s International Network publication, WIN NEWS has ongoing 
columns on Women and Health, Women and Development, Women 
and Media / Environment / Violence / Human Rights / United Nations 
and more.  At the AMARC conference, using community radio as a tool 
for strengthening the scope and effectiveness of WIN’s global network 
was the central focus of the day’s panel discussions and workshops.  
WIN workshops included: Community Radio and Women’s Advocacy, 
Lobbying and Advocacy on Gender and the Media,  and Community 
Radio and ICT Convergence.

Throughout the rest of the week, each day focused on a different issue 
concerning the global community radio movement.  The following is 
an excerpt from a report on the third day of the conference.  The theme 
that day was “Removing the Barriers, Increasing Impact”:

Tuesday, November 14, 2006  
At this mornings opening panel, community radio 
activists representing Mali, the United States and Australia discussed 
the different challenges they faced in their countries in strengthening 
the social impact of community radio.

Prometheus Radio Project volunteer and University of Pennsylvania 
Fellow, Kate Coyer, started the panel discussion by speaking about 
the lack of sufficient government support of Low Power FM (LPFM)s 
in the United States. “The lack of sufficient support for LPFM 
community radio stations in the US is made even more apparent by 
the government’s measurement criteria of the impact of community 
radio, where impact (and potential for funding) is measured by 1) the 
amount of people served in the community and 2) how much money the 
community radio station is able to fund raise”, stated Coyer. She added 
that this form of measurement itself is a barrier to the social impact of 
CR, since in most cases it is the poor and/or rural communities (which 
have small populations and little money) who have to prove they are 
worthy of being funded and supported by government funding. Coyer 
summarized that community radio activists must ensure that the right 
questions are being asked at the governmental level to assess the social 
impact of community radio- questions that can really reflect the positive 
role CR plays for so many people.

Fily Keita from Mali- West Africa (which has 200 community radio 
stations) spoke about the impact of CR in his home country. When 
Keita, a member of AMARC Africa, asked members of his community 
if radio has helped the communities to solve their problems, he was 
surprised to hear that the response was “no”. Community members 
said that problems like poverty, health and environmental issues still 
plagued the country. He realized that he’d been asking the wrong 
question. Later, people changed their answer to “yes”, when they were 
asked if CR improved their daily lives. They said they enjoyed being 
able to listen to programming in their own language all of the time, 
rather than for only 15-minute parcels of time throughout the week. 

Keita also mentioned other barriers in his country, such as lack of 

proper equipment, lack of resources to reach rural communities, and 
lack of proper programming training for volunteer programmers. 
“However, there are ways to improve the social impact of community 
radio such as 1) using existing national networks to lobby governments 
on a national and international levels, 2) re-enforce the capacity of 
training resources, and 3) improving technical capacity to allow the 
sharing of trainings over the world wide web”, concluded Keita.

Last on the panel to speak was Shane Elston from Community 
Broadcasting Association Australia (CBAA) in Australia (which has 
300 community radio stations). To re-iterate the concerns of the other 
panelists, Mr. Elson reminded the conference participants about the 
3rd sector status of community radio in society worldwide. While 
commercial and public radio are funded through advertisement 
agencies and governments respectively, community radio is dependent 
solely on the financial support and hard work of volunteers. Elson 
then touched on the barriers caused by language and culture within 
the CR community, sharing an illustrative story. Recently, in Australia 
there was a Conference on Poverty, which had a registration fee of 
400 Australian dollars. “Who really was at that conference that knew 
anything about poverty?” asked Elson. . .          (To read the complete 
article go to www.prometheusradio.org)

During the week, Prometheus Radio Project also held transmitter 
workshops with anyone willing to learn about electricity, circuits, and 
soldering.  The following week, the  transmitter we all worked on made 
its way to a small Bedouin village,  
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This spring, after countless years of rulemak-
ings, court cases and delays, all the FCC ducks 

are in a row  to take applications for new non-com-
mercial radio stations.  That’s right, for five days 
and five days only—probably in April or May, the 
FCC goose will lay hundreds of golden eggs and  will 
accept applications for new FULL-POWER FM sta-
tions.  Available to non-commercial organizations 
and educational groups, these stations can range from 
100 to 100,000 watts, and will lie between 88.1 and 
91.9 on the dial. We have waited for this chance for 
just about forever, and every viable frequency left on 
the FM band will probably be taken in this filing win-
dow, unless you live someplace where wild turkeys 
outnumber people by about a thousand to one. 
 

Commercial stations of this size routinely sell for 
millions of dollars, but the non-commercial licenses are given out 
for free.  The FCC requires an engineering study to be turned in with 
the application, and that could cost you a few thousand dollars. 

Unfortunately, not everyone can seize this occasion. There’s 
absolutely no chance to start a new station anywhere within 20 miles 
of the 50 largest cities of the US. All of the full power channels in 
the top 50 markets were distributed many years ago.  To someone in 
New York or Los Angeles, this non-commercial radio window might 
sound like a waste of time, since no stations will be issued in those 
cities. But evangelical churches in the early 1980’s did not think 
this way.  They have built enormous networks that ensure that every 
town, no matter how small, gets several evangelical radio signals. 
The social, political, and cultural impact of their investment in rural 
channels has been enormous. 

If you are a radio listener in these small towns and rural areas, you 
likely have access to nothing but a few corporate jukebox stations, 
several religious network stations, and perhaps a single NPR outlet.  
With your support, we can empower hundreds of local civil society 
groups to claim their slice of the media pie: re-igniting a robust 
debate in the contested small towns and rural areas of the U.S. 

National media companies and their greedy advertisers have turned 
away from poorer rural audiences, chasing after the more affluent 
and credit-card-in-hand shop-till-you-drop suburbanites.  According 

to a recent study by the Center for Rural Strategies, progressive 
groups have followed a similar tactic, and have gone after urban and 
suburban audiences.  The study argues that this, coupled with the 
lack of media interested in the country’s heartland, has left a vacuum 
that fundamentalist broadcasters have filled.

The rural population numbers about 20% of the population,  but 
holds a significantly larger political share because of institutions 
like the Electoral College.  Religious fundamentalist influence over 
this segment of society has forced issues like Terry Schiavo into the 
mainstream, and has tipped two presidential elections in favor of the 
Bush regime.  It gives us goose bumps to think of it!

What was good for the goose may be good for the gander. 
Avoiding and excluding rural voices is stupid for the progressive 
movement, but misconceptions and stereotypes about rural people 
among progressives just separate us further from people we need 
to be working with and fighting in solidarity with.  Social security, 
health care and other issues of tantamount importance to poorer 
constituencies have been trumped by supposed “ethical” and 
“moral” concerns, such as gay marriage and abortion. With this filing 
window, we have an opportunity to do our part to turn this trend 
around, and empower rural progressives to speak out on a much 
larger scale.  Every place we have ever gone in the United States 
( and Prometheus has organized in 40 states), we have met great 
progressive people—people who could change the debate in every 
town in this country, if only that had a voice in the media. 

We need to get out there and start as many radio stations as possible! 
If you live in a small town, get your goose in the pot! If you are a 
city slicker, tell your friends! Think about your relatives in Kansas 
or Wyoming who need  a new community radio station to make their 
town a better place to live.  Have them tell their friends! If we don’t 
move on this opportunity, for sure our goose will be cooked!
 

Call us if you want to check if your town has an available channel: 
215-727-9620

For more information on the Center for Rural Strategies, visit 
http://www.ruralstrategies.org/
 

From the Kitchen of: Pete Tridish   Servings: 100-100,000 watts

Ingredients:
1 State registered non-profit organization, preferably one that has ripened for more that two years
2 Helpings of engineering and legal advice.  Find some free from Prometheus, but you will  
   probably need a total of 3-6K from paid lawyers and engineers (add more advice in the event of a 
   competition)
1 Half pound of filled-out forms
1 Pinch of available channel in your area 

Directions:
Mix dry ingredients.  Add charismatic and visionary leadership from local leaders and stir until 
sometime in April or May of 2007.  Put on top rack of  FCC oven and bake for 1-5 years, till a fork 
plunged into the agency emerges dry. 

When baking is completed, top with $20,000 to $200,000 to construct the station, depending on your 
altitude, taste in furnishings, and ability to find donated ingredients in the community. 

Turn on radio station, and savor the many flavors of voice from your community!

Calling Anyone Who Has Ever Wanted To 
Start 

A Radio Station In A Small Town!
Siyade Gemechisa
Prometheus Radio Project

As the slogan of this year’s AMARC (a French acronym for 
World Association of Community Radio Broadcasters) 
conference suggests, the days spent during the second week in 

November (11-17th, 2006) in Amman, Jordan were filled with panel 
discussions, workshops and the continuous worldwide networking 
of more than 300 broadcasters and radio advocates from a record-
number 94 countries.  As the Jordanian government continues to make 
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Women’s International Network publication, WIN NEWS has ongoing 
columns on Women and Health, Women and Development, Women 
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Tuesday, November 14, 2006  
At this mornings opening panel, community radio 
activists representing Mali, the United States and Australia discussed 
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the lack of sufficient government support of Low Power FM (LPFM)s 
in the United States. “The lack of sufficient support for LPFM 
community radio stations in the US is made even more apparent by 
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that this form of measurement itself is a barrier to the social impact of 
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worthy of being funded and supported by government funding. Coyer 
summarized that community radio activists must ensure that the right 
questions are being asked at the governmental level to assess the social 
impact of community radio- questions that can really reflect the positive 
role CR plays for so many people.

Fily Keita from Mali- West Africa (which has 200 community radio 
stations) spoke about the impact of CR in his home country. When 
Keita, a member of AMARC Africa, asked members of his community 
if radio has helped the communities to solve their problems, he was 
surprised to hear that the response was “no”. Community members 
said that problems like poverty, health and environmental issues still 
plagued the country. He realized that he’d been asking the wrong 
question. Later, people changed their answer to “yes”, when they were 
asked if CR improved their daily lives. They said they enjoyed being 
able to listen to programming in their own language all of the time, 
rather than for only 15-minute parcels of time throughout the week. 

Keita also mentioned other barriers in his country, such as lack of 

proper equipment, lack of resources to reach rural communities, and 
lack of proper programming training for volunteer programmers. 
“However, there are ways to improve the social impact of community 
radio such as 1) using existing national networks to lobby governments 
on a national and international levels, 2) re-enforce the capacity of 
training resources, and 3) improving technical capacity to allow the 
sharing of trainings over the world wide web”, concluded Keita.

Last on the panel to speak was Shane Elston from Community 
Broadcasting Association Australia (CBAA) in Australia (which has 
300 community radio stations). To re-iterate the concerns of the other 
panelists, Mr. Elson reminded the conference participants about the 
3rd sector status of community radio in society worldwide. While 
commercial and public radio are funded through advertisement 
agencies and governments respectively, community radio is dependent 
solely on the financial support and hard work of volunteers. Elson 
then touched on the barriers caused by language and culture within 
the CR community, sharing an illustrative story. Recently, in Australia 
there was a Conference on Poverty, which had a registration fee of 
400 Australian dollars. “Who really was at that conference that knew 
anything about poverty?” asked Elson. . .          (To read the complete 
article go to www.prometheusradio.org)

During the week, Prometheus Radio Project also held transmitter 
workshops with anyone willing to learn about electricity, circuits, and 
soldering.  The following week, the  transmitter we all worked on made 
its way to a small Bedouin village,  
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The Right Tool: Community Radio in the Hands of 
the People Who 
Feed Us All

By Aeryca Steinbauer and Hannah Sassaman

Adrian Valladares-Carranza rode through Woodburn, Oregon on 
the back of a flashy motorcycle one early morning last August.  

He carried the equivalent of a temporary house on his back – a tent, a 
few changes of clothes, shower shoes – and a lot of tools.   Adrian lives 
an hour away, and, he tells us, heading home to shower and sleep over 
the next few days just won’t be possible. 

By the looks of the sky and the weather forecast, Willamette Valley 
should keep its promise to not rain on this young organizer for the 
next days and the upcoming weekend, when he sets up his tent behind 
some ceremonially stubby shade bushes, dividing his site from a 
makeshift plywood table surrounded by a sawdust layer six inches 
thick.  The dusty shrubbery will be his home for the next week, and 
soon, he won’t be lonely.  About three hundred people will be setting 
up camp by the weekend, and Adrian won’t have time to think about 
wood shavings blowing into his tent.  And by the time the weekend is 
over, his organization will have grown a brand new community radio 
station.

Adrian and the organizers of 
the Pineros y Campesinos 
Unidos del Noroeste (United 
Treeplanters and Farmworkers 
of the Northwest) or PCUN, 
have three days to put KPCN, 
their new low power FM radio 
station, on the air.  With a 
potential broadcast output of 
100 watts – the equivalent power of a lightbulb – this station has the 
potential to reach tens of thousands of Latinos, and a huge swath of 
the farmworker community of the Willamette Valley.  

The organizers at PCUN have invited us, the radio-station builders at 
the Prometheus Radio Project, as well as farmworkers from the Valley 
and pioneers of campesino radio stations from Florida to Mexico, to 
sling cable across PCUN’s campus of buildings on the grounds of an 
old church. It’s our 10th  “barnraising”, where countless volunteers, 
many of whom have never held a soldering iron or a drill, a microphone 
or a coaxial cable, build an entire radio station.  

“PCUN has never done this before,” said Adrian.  “We have a unique 
opportunity to open new doors, for PCUN to network with other 
organizations and for us to learn from each other.   The radio will 
be like a school without walls – we’ll be able to reach 
farmworkers and immigrants wherever they are – at 
home, at work, in the car.” 

Adrian’s dreams for the radio station build on PCUN’s more than 
25-year history of organizing farmworkers in the Willamette Valley, 
the center of Oregon’s agricultural industry.  Founded in 1985 by 80 
farmworkers, PCUN has since grown to include more than 5,000 
registered members, 98 percent of which are Mexican and Central 
American immigrants.  Farmworkers, who generally work long hours 

for low wages, are exposed to large 
amounts of toxic pesticides, receive 
no overtime pay, seniority, job 
security, or other benefits, also lack 
the right to collective bargaining, 
which is guaranteed to all other 
industries under the National Labor 
Relations Act. 

Through the years, PCUN’s 
organizing projects have worked 
to address systematic exploitation 
through field organizing, including 
an organizing drive to raise wages on 
strawberry farms, a pesticide project, 
and winning contracts with several 
small, organic growers.  PCUN built 

a base of support through their Service Center for Farmworkers, 
which provides basic services and immigration representation for 
union members.  

Most recently, PCUN and sister organizations co-organized several 
mass demonstrations during the outcry against draconian immigration 
measures last spring.  Organizers got a taste for the power of radio 
when thousands of immigrants and allies flooded the park in front of 
the Oregon State Capitol in Salem last May, thanks in part to local radio 
DJs.  But more than mobilize, PCUN plans to use KPCN to educate 
through Spanish, English, and indigenous-language programming, 
building consciousness and leadership among the workers who 
literally put the food on Oregon’s table.  

“I think all of this is very good,” said Severo Ascensio, a farmworker 
and member of PCUN who lives in Woodburn. “I’m very much in 
agreement with the work that PCUN does for the good of immigrants 
and the good of farmworkers. I’d like to have some sort of programming 
that has to do with farmworkers: information about work, minimum 
wage, and how to improve working conditions. Also I’d like to see 
programming about immigration and the hope of a legalization.”  

This year won’t be the first time that the farmworker organization has 
taken to the airwaves.  “Years ago, we broadcast for an hour a week 
on an AM station that served Woodburn and the Willamette Valley,” 

said Adrian.  “Because of the 
program serving farmworkers 
and Latinos across the Valley, 
workers were able to voice their 
opinions and concerns in a way 
not heard before on Woodburn 
radio.”

But when an influential local 
farm owner learned that PCUN 

was covering labor rights on the air, the owners of the AM station 
took the show – and the voice of the farmworkers – off the schedule, 
violating PCUN’s contract with the station and prompting PCUN to 
file a lawsuit and win an injunction to air their final two programs.  
The show’s removal left the long-established Latino families and 
new community members without programming that they could trust.  
The time was ripe to establish a new radio station, and PCUN took 
the opportunity to apply for an LPFM license in 2000, the last time 
community radio stations became available.  Finally, the seeds planted 
years ago were ready to grow.

“I think this radio station will be different [than the other station in 
Woodburn] because this will be farmworker radio - like what Cesar 
Chavez’ union, the UFW, has in California,” said Severo. “I’m happy 
to support this.”

Back at the barnraising, volunteers begin trickling in, setting up tents 
behind a shed, on the soccer field of one of PCUN’s sister organizations, 
the Farmworker Housing Development Corporation.  They came from 
nearby towns like Portland, home of flagship community radio station 
KBOO, and from as far away as Venezuela. 

“I think KBOO and KPCN have a lot to learn from one another in our 
future together as sister stations,” said KBOO radio volunteer, Julie 
Sabatier. “It’s a very natural solidarity.” 

Another barnraising volunteer, Maria Peña, a community media and 
social justice organizer based in Venezuela said “community radio 
helps to take actions.”  

“It is not just about the romantic idea of working with community,” said 
Peña. “It is about power, and it has a strong political message: nadie 
puede silenciar nuestras luchas! No one can silence our struggles!”

Volunteers also came from Radio Consciencia, the voice of the 
Coalition of Immokalee Workers (CIW), which Prometheus partnered 
with in 2003 to help bring Florida farmerworkers to the FM dial. 
CIW’s Romeo Ramirez, Francisca Cortez, and Melody Gonzalez tied 
this new station’s emergence to the development of their own station 
over the past seasons.  

CIW’s leadership also helped to make sure that the knowledge that 
so many people wanted to share wasn’t silenced because of language 

Andy Gunn, Technical and Training Organizer 

When someone says 
“digital divide”, does 
it bring up images of 

some obscure calculator function, 
a pixilated image of a canyon, or 
something else? In fact, the digital 
divide is a real problem - it is the 
gap between people with access to 
technology and those without. I’m 
not talking about how many iPods 
someone might own or having a 
WiFi-enabled blender, but something 
much more basic. Many millions of 
people all over the world don’t have 

access to even phones or broadcast media such as 
radio. We pride ourselves in the United States for 
having a high standard of living, but even here 
there are serious issues with access to technology. 
For many folks who live in remote areas, the 
Telecommunications corporations have been 
practicing defacto redlining - denying rural 
communties connectivity through exorbinant 
prices to install new services, or refusing to install 
even phone lines to certain areas.

With this in mind, some groups have been 
leading the way in providing technology and 
access to underserved communities. Tribal 
Digital Village (TDV - http://tribaldigitalvillage.
org/) is a project of the Southern California 
Tribal Chairmen’s Association (SCTCA), an 
organization of 22 native tribes on 17 separate 
reservations. These reservations are spread out 
over a very wide geographic area, which makes 
communication between the tribes a difficult 
prospect. Considering that these 22 tribes 
were once a single tribal entity, and have been 
separated time and time again over hundreds 
of years by the government - it is crucial to 
maintain communications between the groups 
as much as possible. The SCTCA itself helps 
organize the tribes at a high level, but Tribal 
Digital Village was created to create forums of 
communication between individuals in the tribes 
and to bring communications infrastructure to 
remote reservations. 

Champaign-Urbana Community Wireless 
Network (CUWiN - http://cuwireless.net/) is 
a group of community volunteers and wireless 
networking developers working on providing 
low-cost, do-it-yourself alternatives to 
corporate internet. They develop open source, 
open architecture software for mesh wireless 
networking that runs on a variety of hardware. 

A mesh network is a co-operative 

communication network between individual 
wireless devices. Wireless devices talk directly 
to each other, rather than connecting through 
a central access point or router. For example, 
if your laptop computer had a wireless card in 
it, and was connected to a mesh network, you 
would pass data back and forth directly with 
your neighbors on the network. The data would 
bounce around until it reached its destination. 
Your computer would become part of the network 
itself. All of the connections out of the network 
(to the public Internet or other networks) would 
be shared between machines. 

CUWiN and TDV paired up to install a mesh 
network in the Mesa Grande reservation, about 
50 miles outside of San Diego, California. It 
is a cluster of just 22 homes in the bottom of a 
canyon, at the end of a very long, winding and 
scary dirt road. The residents of Mesa Grande 

are so remote, there is no mail service, and 
only phone and dial-up internet service. Tribal 
Digital Village wanted to provide fast and stable 
broadband internet for these residents. 

The project involved a number of steps to get 
“browseable internet” into each home. Before 
the installation team even arrived, the folks at 
TDV installed a backbone link to the rest of 
their network. This involved installing a dish 
to recieve a wireless signal from the top of a 
small mountian overlooking the canyon. This 
wireless signal linked back up with the rest of 
the TDV network in Pala, about 35 miles away. 
This created a network connection that other 
computers and networking hardware could be 
connected to, providing access to the public 
internet. 

The installation team consisted of organizers 
and technicans from Tribal Digital Village 
and Champaign Urbana Wireless, and myself 
from Prometheus. While I am no networking 
technican, I understand from coordinating the 
station construction portion of our last four 
Radio Barnraisings that technical knowledge is 
less important than organizing skill. I hoped to 
learn as I went along, and bring my experience 
of working with technologies as part of a 
community building excercise. I also hoped to 
learn about wireless mesh networking, and how 
the “Barnraising Model” of organizing could be 
used to install these community networks around 
the country and world

The first step in building the network was to build 
each wireless node. A node is both a connection 
to the network and a repeater of data through 

the network. Each node operates independently, 
and talks to its neighbors to find the best way 
“out” of the network to the internet. The nodes 
are made up of an antenna, a WiFi radio, and a 
box to hold it. Cabling from the radio provides a 
connection to the network and out to the Internet. 
Twenty four nodes were built: 22 for each house, 
one for the tribal hall, and another as a spare. 
Quite a bit of time was spent on weatherproofing 
every box as well as possible - they will all be 
sitting on rooftops, so each one will be exposed 
to the elements. After the nodes are built, each 
WiFi radio has special software installed on it 
to route the data through the mesh. The software 
was developed by CUWiN, and is custom built 
to work dynamically - nodes can be added and 
removed from the mesh without disrupting the 
overall functioning. As long as every node has at 
least one way out of the network, it will work. 

After the nodes were built, they needed to be 
physically installed on the rooftops! We split up 
into teams of two: one person to go up on the 
roof, the other to act as a safety and to hand up 
tools and equipment. Now let me point something 
out: the desert of southern California is REALLY 
hot. Rooftops in the midday sun in the desert of 
southern California is REALLY REALLY hot. I 
am not complaining, just making an observation. 
Sunscreen was indespensible, and gallons and 
gallons of water and juice were consumed. 

Every node had an ethernet cable that would run 
into the house to provide the network connection. 
We drilled a small hole in the wall, and passed the 
cable through, similar to how a cable or satellite 
TV installer would. After plugging in the power 
device and a small ethernet router, the network 
installation was done! Tribal Digital Village 
also provided a computer to any household 
that didn’t have one already, or had use for 
another computer. We set these up as well, and 
demonstrated for folks at home how to log on 
and access the internet. 

I would be lying if I said everything went 
smoothly, and I don’t like to lie. This is new 
technology, and new software - so of course 
there are bugs. We also ran in to a few problems 
with the nodes. In one case, the WiFi board had 
a short but sweet life - and died sometime after 

Tribal Digital Village 
Mesh Network Installation
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PCUN plans to use KPCN to educate through 
Spanish, English, and indigenous-language 
programming, building consciousness and 
leadership among the workers who literally 

put the food on Oregon’s table. 

(continued on pg. 11)
(continued on pg. 11)6 7



The Right Tool: Community Radio in the Hands of 
the People Who 
Feed Us All

By Aeryca Steinbauer and Hannah Sassaman

Adrian Valladares-Carranza rode through Woodburn, Oregon on 
the back of a flashy motorcycle one early morning last August.  

He carried the equivalent of a temporary house on his back – a tent, a 
few changes of clothes, shower shoes – and a lot of tools.   Adrian lives 
an hour away, and, he tells us, heading home to shower and sleep over 
the next few days just won’t be possible. 

By the looks of the sky and the weather forecast, Willamette Valley 
should keep its promise to not rain on this young organizer for the 
next days and the upcoming weekend, when he sets up his tent behind 
some ceremonially stubby shade bushes, dividing his site from a 
makeshift plywood table surrounded by a sawdust layer six inches 
thick.  The dusty shrubbery will be his home for the next week, and 
soon, he won’t be lonely.  About three hundred people will be setting 
up camp by the weekend, and Adrian won’t have time to think about 
wood shavings blowing into his tent.  And by the time the weekend is 
over, his organization will have grown a brand new community radio 
station.

Adrian and the organizers of 
the Pineros y Campesinos 
Unidos del Noroeste (United 
Treeplanters and Farmworkers 
of the Northwest) or PCUN, 
have three days to put KPCN, 
their new low power FM radio 
station, on the air.  With a 
potential broadcast output of 
100 watts – the equivalent power of a lightbulb – this station has the 
potential to reach tens of thousands of Latinos, and a huge swath of 
the farmworker community of the Willamette Valley.  

The organizers at PCUN have invited us, the radio-station builders at 
the Prometheus Radio Project, as well as farmworkers from the Valley 
and pioneers of campesino radio stations from Florida to Mexico, to 
sling cable across PCUN’s campus of buildings on the grounds of an 
old church. It’s our 10th  “barnraising”, where countless volunteers, 
many of whom have never held a soldering iron or a drill, a microphone 
or a coaxial cable, build an entire radio station.  

“PCUN has never done this before,” said Adrian.  “We have a unique 
opportunity to open new doors, for PCUN to network with other 
organizations and for us to learn from each other.   The radio will 
be like a school without walls – we’ll be able to reach 
farmworkers and immigrants wherever they are – at 
home, at work, in the car.” 

Adrian’s dreams for the radio station build on PCUN’s more than 
25-year history of organizing farmworkers in the Willamette Valley, 
the center of Oregon’s agricultural industry.  Founded in 1985 by 80 
farmworkers, PCUN has since grown to include more than 5,000 
registered members, 98 percent of which are Mexican and Central 
American immigrants.  Farmworkers, who generally work long hours 

for low wages, are exposed to large 
amounts of toxic pesticides, receive 
no overtime pay, seniority, job 
security, or other benefits, also lack 
the right to collective bargaining, 
which is guaranteed to all other 
industries under the National Labor 
Relations Act. 

Through the years, PCUN’s 
organizing projects have worked 
to address systematic exploitation 
through field organizing, including 
an organizing drive to raise wages on 
strawberry farms, a pesticide project, 
and winning contracts with several 
small, organic growers.  PCUN built 

a base of support through their Service Center for Farmworkers, 
which provides basic services and immigration representation for 
union members.  

Most recently, PCUN and sister organizations co-organized several 
mass demonstrations during the outcry against draconian immigration 
measures last spring.  Organizers got a taste for the power of radio 
when thousands of immigrants and allies flooded the park in front of 
the Oregon State Capitol in Salem last May, thanks in part to local radio 
DJs.  But more than mobilize, PCUN plans to use KPCN to educate 
through Spanish, English, and indigenous-language programming, 
building consciousness and leadership among the workers who 
literally put the food on Oregon’s table.  

“I think all of this is very good,” said Severo Ascensio, a farmworker 
and member of PCUN who lives in Woodburn. “I’m very much in 
agreement with the work that PCUN does for the good of immigrants 
and the good of farmworkers. I’d like to have some sort of programming 
that has to do with farmworkers: information about work, minimum 
wage, and how to improve working conditions. Also I’d like to see 
programming about immigration and the hope of a legalization.”  

This year won’t be the first time that the farmworker organization has 
taken to the airwaves.  “Years ago, we broadcast for an hour a week 
on an AM station that served Woodburn and the Willamette Valley,” 

said Adrian.  “Because of the 
program serving farmworkers 
and Latinos across the Valley, 
workers were able to voice their 
opinions and concerns in a way 
not heard before on Woodburn 
radio.”

But when an influential local 
farm owner learned that PCUN 

was covering labor rights on the air, the owners of the AM station 
took the show – and the voice of the farmworkers – off the schedule, 
violating PCUN’s contract with the station and prompting PCUN to 
file a lawsuit and win an injunction to air their final two programs.  
The show’s removal left the long-established Latino families and 
new community members without programming that they could trust.  
The time was ripe to establish a new radio station, and PCUN took 
the opportunity to apply for an LPFM license in 2000, the last time 
community radio stations became available.  Finally, the seeds planted 
years ago were ready to grow.

“I think this radio station will be different [than the other station in 
Woodburn] because this will be farmworker radio - like what Cesar 
Chavez’ union, the UFW, has in California,” said Severo. “I’m happy 
to support this.”

Back at the barnraising, volunteers begin trickling in, setting up tents 
behind a shed, on the soccer field of one of PCUN’s sister organizations, 
the Farmworker Housing Development Corporation.  They came from 
nearby towns like Portland, home of flagship community radio station 
KBOO, and from as far away as Venezuela. 

“I think KBOO and KPCN have a lot to learn from one another in our 
future together as sister stations,” said KBOO radio volunteer, Julie 
Sabatier. “It’s a very natural solidarity.” 

Another barnraising volunteer, Maria Peña, a community media and 
social justice organizer based in Venezuela said “community radio 
helps to take actions.”  

“It is not just about the romantic idea of working with community,” said 
Peña. “It is about power, and it has a strong political message: nadie 
puede silenciar nuestras luchas! No one can silence our struggles!”

Volunteers also came from Radio Consciencia, the voice of the 
Coalition of Immokalee Workers (CIW), which Prometheus partnered 
with in 2003 to help bring Florida farmerworkers to the FM dial. 
CIW’s Romeo Ramirez, Francisca Cortez, and Melody Gonzalez tied 
this new station’s emergence to the development of their own station 
over the past seasons.  

CIW’s leadership also helped to make sure that the knowledge that 
so many people wanted to share wasn’t silenced because of language 

Andy Gunn, Technical and Training Organizer 

When someone says 
“digital divide”, does 
it bring up images of 

some obscure calculator function, 
a pixilated image of a canyon, or 
something else? In fact, the digital 
divide is a real problem - it is the 
gap between people with access to 
technology and those without. I’m 
not talking about how many iPods 
someone might own or having a 
WiFi-enabled blender, but something 
much more basic. Many millions of 
people all over the world don’t have 

access to even phones or broadcast media such as 
radio. We pride ourselves in the United States for 
having a high standard of living, but even here 
there are serious issues with access to technology. 
For many folks who live in remote areas, the 
Telecommunications corporations have been 
practicing defacto redlining - denying rural 
communties connectivity through exorbinant 
prices to install new services, or refusing to install 
even phone lines to certain areas.

With this in mind, some groups have been 
leading the way in providing technology and 
access to underserved communities. Tribal 
Digital Village (TDV - http://tribaldigitalvillage.
org/) is a project of the Southern California 
Tribal Chairmen’s Association (SCTCA), an 
organization of 22 native tribes on 17 separate 
reservations. These reservations are spread out 
over a very wide geographic area, which makes 
communication between the tribes a difficult 
prospect. Considering that these 22 tribes 
were once a single tribal entity, and have been 
separated time and time again over hundreds 
of years by the government - it is crucial to 
maintain communications between the groups 
as much as possible. The SCTCA itself helps 
organize the tribes at a high level, but Tribal 
Digital Village was created to create forums of 
communication between individuals in the tribes 
and to bring communications infrastructure to 
remote reservations. 

Champaign-Urbana Community Wireless 
Network (CUWiN - http://cuwireless.net/) is 
a group of community volunteers and wireless 
networking developers working on providing 
low-cost, do-it-yourself alternatives to 
corporate internet. They develop open source, 
open architecture software for mesh wireless 
networking that runs on a variety of hardware. 

A mesh network is a co-operative 

communication network between individual 
wireless devices. Wireless devices talk directly 
to each other, rather than connecting through 
a central access point or router. For example, 
if your laptop computer had a wireless card in 
it, and was connected to a mesh network, you 
would pass data back and forth directly with 
your neighbors on the network. The data would 
bounce around until it reached its destination. 
Your computer would become part of the network 
itself. All of the connections out of the network 
(to the public Internet or other networks) would 
be shared between machines. 

CUWiN and TDV paired up to install a mesh 
network in the Mesa Grande reservation, about 
50 miles outside of San Diego, California. It 
is a cluster of just 22 homes in the bottom of a 
canyon, at the end of a very long, winding and 
scary dirt road. The residents of Mesa Grande 

are so remote, there is no mail service, and 
only phone and dial-up internet service. Tribal 
Digital Village wanted to provide fast and stable 
broadband internet for these residents. 

The project involved a number of steps to get 
“browseable internet” into each home. Before 
the installation team even arrived, the folks at 
TDV installed a backbone link to the rest of 
their network. This involved installing a dish 
to recieve a wireless signal from the top of a 
small mountian overlooking the canyon. This 
wireless signal linked back up with the rest of 
the TDV network in Pala, about 35 miles away. 
This created a network connection that other 
computers and networking hardware could be 
connected to, providing access to the public 
internet. 

The installation team consisted of organizers 
and technicans from Tribal Digital Village 
and Champaign Urbana Wireless, and myself 
from Prometheus. While I am no networking 
technican, I understand from coordinating the 
station construction portion of our last four 
Radio Barnraisings that technical knowledge is 
less important than organizing skill. I hoped to 
learn as I went along, and bring my experience 
of working with technologies as part of a 
community building excercise. I also hoped to 
learn about wireless mesh networking, and how 
the “Barnraising Model” of organizing could be 
used to install these community networks around 
the country and world

The first step in building the network was to build 
each wireless node. A node is both a connection 
to the network and a repeater of data through 

the network. Each node operates independently, 
and talks to its neighbors to find the best way 
“out” of the network to the internet. The nodes 
are made up of an antenna, a WiFi radio, and a 
box to hold it. Cabling from the radio provides a 
connection to the network and out to the Internet. 
Twenty four nodes were built: 22 for each house, 
one for the tribal hall, and another as a spare. 
Quite a bit of time was spent on weatherproofing 
every box as well as possible - they will all be 
sitting on rooftops, so each one will be exposed 
to the elements. After the nodes are built, each 
WiFi radio has special software installed on it 
to route the data through the mesh. The software 
was developed by CUWiN, and is custom built 
to work dynamically - nodes can be added and 
removed from the mesh without disrupting the 
overall functioning. As long as every node has at 
least one way out of the network, it will work. 

After the nodes were built, they needed to be 
physically installed on the rooftops! We split up 
into teams of two: one person to go up on the 
roof, the other to act as a safety and to hand up 
tools and equipment. Now let me point something 
out: the desert of southern California is REALLY 
hot. Rooftops in the midday sun in the desert of 
southern California is REALLY REALLY hot. I 
am not complaining, just making an observation. 
Sunscreen was indespensible, and gallons and 
gallons of water and juice were consumed. 

Every node had an ethernet cable that would run 
into the house to provide the network connection. 
We drilled a small hole in the wall, and passed the 
cable through, similar to how a cable or satellite 
TV installer would. After plugging in the power 
device and a small ethernet router, the network 
installation was done! Tribal Digital Village 
also provided a computer to any household 
that didn’t have one already, or had use for 
another computer. We set these up as well, and 
demonstrated for folks at home how to log on 
and access the internet. 

I would be lying if I said everything went 
smoothly, and I don’t like to lie. This is new 
technology, and new software - so of course 
there are bugs. We also ran in to a few problems 
with the nodes. In one case, the WiFi board had 
a short but sweet life - and died sometime after 

Tribal Digital Village 
Mesh Network Installation
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PCUN plans to use KPCN to educate through 
Spanish, English, and indigenous-language 
programming, building consciousness and 
leadership among the workers who literally 

put the food on Oregon’s table. 
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Siyade Gemechisa
Habtamu Kenea

Greetings people! Siyade here. 
Since coming on board with the 
Prometheus crew a bout a year 

ago, I’ve met many amazing media 
activists and community radio stations 
in different parts of the country.  As 
Prometheus has recently started 
to engage in more international 
projects though, I wanted to learn 
more about what being a media 
activist means throughout the world.  
Since each country has its own unique 
culture and political structure, it would 
seem to follow that being a media 
activist would mean something different 
to people around the world.

I myself am an immigrant from Ethiopia 
and have been aware of the lack of free 
speech in Ethiopa, that is also typical 
of many countries in the global south.  
However, after attending the AMARC9 
(a French acronym for World Association 
of Communtiy Radio Broadcasters), I 
found that there are numersous countries 
in Africa that have made significant 
strides in creating and strengthening free 
speech through community radio. Curious 
about the state of media in Ethiopia, I spent a 
November afternoon talking with a friend of 
mine, Habtamu Kenea who was a radio journalist 
in Ethiopia to investigate the media terrain in one 
of the oldest parts of the world.

First I asked Habtamu if he’d want to write an 
article for this newsletter about his experiences 
as  radio journalist in Ethiopia, and he was very 
honored and eager to share his story.  A couple 
weeks later though, after he’d had a chance 
to read some other articles from past issues 
of Prometheus-DeLivered, Habtamu grew to 
become reluctant about the idea of sharing 
his story, saying  so many of the stories in the 
newsletter seemed so positive but that his story, 
though inspiring and enlightening, involved 
overcoming many obstacles and experiencing 
great adversity.  

Media, and in particular radio, as a tool for 
communities throughout the world to express 
viewpoints and share information is a powerful 
thing.  
However, what I think we tend to forget in the 
global north is that while we may face obstacles 
as we fight to protect our First Amendment 
rights, so many people all over the world often 
don’t even have a law or bill or ammendment 
to protect.  In cases where freedom of speech 
is  supposed to be a citizen’s right, indviduals 
still risk their carreers and in some extremes 
their lives to simply have a voice living under 
the control of harsh and ruthless dictatorships.  I 
convinced Habtamu about the importance of as 
many media activists knowing about his story 
since we all share a common vision and goal- 

democratic media structures that allow 
space for 

diverse 
perspectives.  
The differences 
in our experiences, though, 
lie in the degree of adversity we face.  Habtamu 
agreed to do an interview with me on a Saturday 
afternoon in October, and here 
is what he shared.

Siyade:  Hi Habtamu, thanks in advance for 
taking the time to talk with me today about an 
otherwise publicly unknown and issue,  and 
sharing your experiences as an African radio 
journalist in Ethiopia.
Habtamu:  Thanks so much for the opportunity to 
share my stories with you.  I am very honored and 
I appreciate this chance to discuss the issues that 
are shared by so many African radio journalists.

Siyade: When did you arrive in the United 
States?
Habtamu:  In July of 2006

S:  What were you doing in Ethiopia until you 
came to the US?
H:  I used to be a radio journalist in Ethiopia 
with the government owned media company, 
Ethiopian Radio & Television Enterprise, located 
in the capital city of Ethiopia- Addis Ababa.   I 
worked in the radio department of the company 
and broadcasted in the Oromo language.  Oromo 
is the language spoken by Ethiopia’s largest 
ethnic group- the Oromo.

S:  What other ethnic groups are in Ethiopia?
    

H:

There 
is the 

Amhara 
and Tigray, 

who also 
broadcast in their 

own languages.  There 
is also programming in 

English, French, Arabic, and 
Somali.

S:  How long have you been  a radio 
journalist, and what initially inspired you to 

become one?
H: I’ve been a radio journalist for about four 
years.  My inspiration came from being a teacher.  
I had the chance to see the real conditions that 
people were living in in my home region of 
Wallega.  The largest problem was the public’s 
lack of information on the serious issues that 
they faced and severe conditions they lived in.  
For example, in Ethiopia there is only  a rainy 
season and a dry season.- nothing like the four 
seasons in this part of the world.  For the most 
part, the seasons were on a predictable cycle of 
change, but during the transitioning weeks the 
weather would be extremely unpredictable.  

This unpredictable weather affected the farmers 
there in a powerful way.  The farmers would 
often lose a whole season’s worth of crops 
simply because they didn’t know the weather 
report.  Another example about how lack of 
information effects the people is the rampant 
occurrence of HIV and AIDS.  People simply 
don’t know about contraception practices or 
that there is a deadly virus such as AIDS that is 
killing them.  In many ways, the information that 
Americans take for granted on a daily basis is 
just not available for many people in Ethiopia.  
I was moved to do something to help the people 
I met, and decided that being a radio journalist 
was the most effective way that I could help to 
relay important information to the people that 
were suffering physically and economically.
 
S:  What was the political climate in Ethiopia 
when you left?
H:  In Ethiopia, everything is politicized.  My 
experience as an Oromo in Ethiopia was that 
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Risheh (about 3 1/2 hours south of Amman) where we built a radio station 
with the Risheh Knowledge Station Community Center, a project funded by 
the Hashemite Fund (a royal charity).

The conference ended in Petra, an ancient site which is a global contender for 
the title for the 8th World Wonder (voting happens next year sometime).  The 
resolutions from AMARC9 included  a strategic plan and budget for 2007-
2010.   Five main development areas were identified:
1) Advocacy and policy research: to achieve improvement in the policy, 
legal and regulatory environment for community media, and for the right to 
communicate
2) Knowledge sharing and capacity building: to strengthen the sustainability, 
effectiveness and relevance of community media, and to increase the 
appropriation of community media by excluded and marginalized communities 
to better identify, discuss, articulate and voice their development concerns
3) Content exchange and social action campaigns: to amplify the voices of the 
excluded and marginalized on key issues in sustainable democratic development, and to strengthen south- centered perspectives
4) Gender equality and women’s rights: To promote women’s voices and rights, to combat gender-based discrimination, and to strengthen women’s 
participation in community media at all levels
5) Network development and communication: To strengthen AMARC’s structure and functioning, to strengthen country, regional and international 
networking and communication within the community media sector, and to strengthen alliances between community media and other networks and 
social movements. 

While the AMARC9 conference serves as a convergence space for 300+  radio activists throughout the world , who would seem to have very varied 
experiences with community radio spanning six of the seven continents, the recurring theme was that we radio activists must continue to change 
the one largest barrier to improving community radio- unresponsive governments. Communities throughout the world must continue to diligently 
demand accountability from the governments which are in place to serve us. What more appropriate form of media is there to serve communities 
than community radio?

Reflections on Resha
by Kristin Shamas

Sunday, November 19, 2006: 
Badi, head of the Resha youth club, accompanied me across the street 
and through a sandy lot to the only shop in town.  An elderly gentleman 
turned on the store lights and hurried to fill my request for a bottle of 
water.  The shop was dim and understocked, but across the few shelves 
lay a range of oddities and treasures: small cubes for erasing stains 
from clothes, fingernail clippers with plastic tropical motifs, varieties of 
anise-flavored gum. As Badi and I returned to the community center, him 
refusing to let me carry my bag of water and crackers, we talked about 
how, prior to two hours before, no one in Resha knew Prometheus was 
coming to facilitate a low power radio station, but Badi was adamant 
that it was an incredible idea.  “One hundred percent incredible,” he 
emphasized in Arabic. In Badi’s opinion, with which we all came to 
agree, Resha and community radio were an excellent fit.

Contrary to romanticized notions of the Bedouin as tent dwellers herding 
camels between oases, Resha is a community of settled Bedu situated in 
Wadi Araba--part of the Great Rift Valley stretching between the Dead 
and Red Seas--in which the residents live mostly in flat-roofed concrete 
houses and swap information among themselves regarding events such as 
the Arabic premier of Spiderman 2 on satellite TV. 

As representatives of the Prometheus Radio Project, we traveled to Resha 
(hauling along with us bags of welding equipment, metal, wires, digital 
recorders, computers, cameras, batteries and adaptors) to take advantage 

of recent legislation allowing community radio in Jordan.  Not only 
would we assist the locals in building a station, but we also aimed to 
introduce them to what was required to run it–i.e. interviewing, editing, 
programming and scheduling.

The tools of technology are not particularly pervasive in Resha, but they 
are present, and those who do not personally own such tools have at least 
sporadic access to someone or somewhere that does. Yet technology has 
not eclipsed Bedouin cultural forms in Wadi Araba; in fact, technology 
is put to their service.  For instance, cell phones capture and circulate 
among the Bedu video and audio recordings of dancing, falcon hunting, 
and lyrical poetry. One aspiring film-maker displayed to us his set-to-
Arabic pop music video of a Toyota truck-driving Bedawi being stalked 
by a camel, thus rendering the complex juxtapositions of contemporary 
Bedouin life.  

Relocated during the 1980s away from areas of touristic development, 
the inhabitants of Resha are among several groups of Jordanian Bedu 
living on what effectively constitute remote reservations. Unsurprisingly, 
having lost their nomadic lifestyle, these groups are fiercely protective 
of their remaining customs and distinctive expressive forms. However, 
communication technologies are not perceived by the southern Jordanian 
Bedu as a threat to their cultural preservation, but rather the very means 
by which it will most likely succeed. 

Thus, although the members of the Resha community center had no 
foreknowledge of Prometheus or a community radio station, they 
were more than pleased upon our arrival. Immediately, town members 
expressed a need for programming in their unique Arabic dialect; a desire 
to preserve their histories and stories; and their plans for local networking 
and community organization. 

When, at various points during the week, it seemed that the radio 
station might not come to be–the sound board would not work, the local 
municipality did not consent to granting a broadcast license–Resha’s 
inhabitants grew more determined. Having spent days soldering and 
planning, and having learned of the global movement for participatory 
media and communication rights, our new friends saw Radio Resha 
not only as their radio station, but also as their chance to contribute to 
a broader community that transcended their remote locale.  As a young 
housewife said after soldering a chunk of soundboard, “those bits of 
metal are like the bricks of the pyramids in Egypt–from something small, 
we are building something much bigger.” 

Friday, November 25th, Radio Resha successfully broadcast for a few 
minutes.  As music in Arabic modality blared from the station via a 
nearby car radio, women trilled and the men grabbed our hands to join 
their circle stomp dance, the dabke. Like Badi expressed earlier that 
week, Resha and community radio made a good match: thus, these 
southern Jordanian Bedu joined a social movement for which they were 
ready. 
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Siyade Gemechisa
Habtamu Kenea

Greetings people! Siyade here. 
Since coming on board with the 
Prometheus crew a bout a year 

ago, I’ve met many amazing media 
activists and community radio stations 
in different parts of the country.  As 
Prometheus has recently started 
to engage in more international 
projects though, I wanted to learn 
more about what being a media 
activist means throughout the world.  
Since each country has its own unique 
culture and political structure, it would 
seem to follow that being a media 
activist would mean something different 
to people around the world.

I myself am an immigrant from Ethiopia 
and have been aware of the lack of free 
speech in Ethiopa, that is also typical 
of many countries in the global south.  
However, after attending the AMARC9 
(a French acronym for World Association 
of Communtiy Radio Broadcasters), I 
found that there are numersous countries 
in Africa that have made significant 
strides in creating and strengthening free 
speech through community radio. Curious 
about the state of media in Ethiopia, I spent a 
November afternoon talking with a friend of 
mine, Habtamu Kenea who was a radio journalist 
in Ethiopia to investigate the media terrain in one 
of the oldest parts of the world.

First I asked Habtamu if he’d want to write an 
article for this newsletter about his experiences 
as  radio journalist in Ethiopia, and he was very 
honored and eager to share his story.  A couple 
weeks later though, after he’d had a chance 
to read some other articles from past issues 
of Prometheus-DeLivered, Habtamu grew to 
become reluctant about the idea of sharing 
his story, saying  so many of the stories in the 
newsletter seemed so positive but that his story, 
though inspiring and enlightening, involved 
overcoming many obstacles and experiencing 
great adversity.  

Media, and in particular radio, as a tool for 
communities throughout the world to express 
viewpoints and share information is a powerful 
thing.  
However, what I think we tend to forget in the 
global north is that while we may face obstacles 
as we fight to protect our First Amendment 
rights, so many people all over the world often 
don’t even have a law or bill or ammendment 
to protect.  In cases where freedom of speech 
is  supposed to be a citizen’s right, indviduals 
still risk their carreers and in some extremes 
their lives to simply have a voice living under 
the control of harsh and ruthless dictatorships.  I 
convinced Habtamu about the importance of as 
many media activists knowing about his story 
since we all share a common vision and goal- 

democratic media structures that allow 
space for 

diverse 
perspectives.  
The differences 
in our experiences, though, 
lie in the degree of adversity we face.  Habtamu 
agreed to do an interview with me on a Saturday 
afternoon in October, and here 
is what he shared.

Siyade:  Hi Habtamu, thanks in advance for 
taking the time to talk with me today about an 
otherwise publicly unknown and issue,  and 
sharing your experiences as an African radio 
journalist in Ethiopia.
Habtamu:  Thanks so much for the opportunity to 
share my stories with you.  I am very honored and 
I appreciate this chance to discuss the issues that 
are shared by so many African radio journalists.

Siyade: When did you arrive in the United 
States?
Habtamu:  In July of 2006

S:  What were you doing in Ethiopia until you 
came to the US?
H:  I used to be a radio journalist in Ethiopia 
with the government owned media company, 
Ethiopian Radio & Television Enterprise, located 
in the capital city of Ethiopia- Addis Ababa.   I 
worked in the radio department of the company 
and broadcasted in the Oromo language.  Oromo 
is the language spoken by Ethiopia’s largest 
ethnic group- the Oromo.

S:  What other ethnic groups are in Ethiopia?
    

H:

There 
is the 

Amhara 
and Tigray, 

who also 
broadcast in their 

own languages.  There 
is also programming in 

English, French, Arabic, and 
Somali.

S:  How long have you been  a radio 
journalist, and what initially inspired you to 

become one?
H: I’ve been a radio journalist for about four 
years.  My inspiration came from being a teacher.  
I had the chance to see the real conditions that 
people were living in in my home region of 
Wallega.  The largest problem was the public’s 
lack of information on the serious issues that 
they faced and severe conditions they lived in.  
For example, in Ethiopia there is only  a rainy 
season and a dry season.- nothing like the four 
seasons in this part of the world.  For the most 
part, the seasons were on a predictable cycle of 
change, but during the transitioning weeks the 
weather would be extremely unpredictable.  

This unpredictable weather affected the farmers 
there in a powerful way.  The farmers would 
often lose a whole season’s worth of crops 
simply because they didn’t know the weather 
report.  Another example about how lack of 
information effects the people is the rampant 
occurrence of HIV and AIDS.  People simply 
don’t know about contraception practices or 
that there is a deadly virus such as AIDS that is 
killing them.  In many ways, the information that 
Americans take for granted on a daily basis is 
just not available for many people in Ethiopia.  
I was moved to do something to help the people 
I met, and decided that being a radio journalist 
was the most effective way that I could help to 
relay important information to the people that 
were suffering physically and economically.
 
S:  What was the political climate in Ethiopia 
when you left?
H:  In Ethiopia, everything is politicized.  My 
experience as an Oromo in Ethiopia was that 
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Risheh (about 3 1/2 hours south of Amman) where we built a radio station 
with the Risheh Knowledge Station Community Center, a project funded by 
the Hashemite Fund (a royal charity).

The conference ended in Petra, an ancient site which is a global contender for 
the title for the 8th World Wonder (voting happens next year sometime).  The 
resolutions from AMARC9 included  a strategic plan and budget for 2007-
2010.   Five main development areas were identified:
1) Advocacy and policy research: to achieve improvement in the policy, 
legal and regulatory environment for community media, and for the right to 
communicate
2) Knowledge sharing and capacity building: to strengthen the sustainability, 
effectiveness and relevance of community media, and to increase the 
appropriation of community media by excluded and marginalized communities 
to better identify, discuss, articulate and voice their development concerns
3) Content exchange and social action campaigns: to amplify the voices of the 
excluded and marginalized on key issues in sustainable democratic development, and to strengthen south- centered perspectives
4) Gender equality and women’s rights: To promote women’s voices and rights, to combat gender-based discrimination, and to strengthen women’s 
participation in community media at all levels
5) Network development and communication: To strengthen AMARC’s structure and functioning, to strengthen country, regional and international 
networking and communication within the community media sector, and to strengthen alliances between community media and other networks and 
social movements. 

While the AMARC9 conference serves as a convergence space for 300+  radio activists throughout the world , who would seem to have very varied 
experiences with community radio spanning six of the seven continents, the recurring theme was that we radio activists must continue to change 
the one largest barrier to improving community radio- unresponsive governments. Communities throughout the world must continue to diligently 
demand accountability from the governments which are in place to serve us. What more appropriate form of media is there to serve communities 
than community radio?

Reflections on Resha
by Kristin Shamas

Sunday, November 19, 2006: 
Badi, head of the Resha youth club, accompanied me across the street 
and through a sandy lot to the only shop in town.  An elderly gentleman 
turned on the store lights and hurried to fill my request for a bottle of 
water.  The shop was dim and understocked, but across the few shelves 
lay a range of oddities and treasures: small cubes for erasing stains 
from clothes, fingernail clippers with plastic tropical motifs, varieties of 
anise-flavored gum. As Badi and I returned to the community center, him 
refusing to let me carry my bag of water and crackers, we talked about 
how, prior to two hours before, no one in Resha knew Prometheus was 
coming to facilitate a low power radio station, but Badi was adamant 
that it was an incredible idea.  “One hundred percent incredible,” he 
emphasized in Arabic. In Badi’s opinion, with which we all came to 
agree, Resha and community radio were an excellent fit.

Contrary to romanticized notions of the Bedouin as tent dwellers herding 
camels between oases, Resha is a community of settled Bedu situated in 
Wadi Araba--part of the Great Rift Valley stretching between the Dead 
and Red Seas--in which the residents live mostly in flat-roofed concrete 
houses and swap information among themselves regarding events such as 
the Arabic premier of Spiderman 2 on satellite TV. 

As representatives of the Prometheus Radio Project, we traveled to Resha 
(hauling along with us bags of welding equipment, metal, wires, digital 
recorders, computers, cameras, batteries and adaptors) to take advantage 

of recent legislation allowing community radio in Jordan.  Not only 
would we assist the locals in building a station, but we also aimed to 
introduce them to what was required to run it–i.e. interviewing, editing, 
programming and scheduling.

The tools of technology are not particularly pervasive in Resha, but they 
are present, and those who do not personally own such tools have at least 
sporadic access to someone or somewhere that does. Yet technology has 
not eclipsed Bedouin cultural forms in Wadi Araba; in fact, technology 
is put to their service.  For instance, cell phones capture and circulate 
among the Bedu video and audio recordings of dancing, falcon hunting, 
and lyrical poetry. One aspiring film-maker displayed to us his set-to-
Arabic pop music video of a Toyota truck-driving Bedawi being stalked 
by a camel, thus rendering the complex juxtapositions of contemporary 
Bedouin life.  

Relocated during the 1980s away from areas of touristic development, 
the inhabitants of Resha are among several groups of Jordanian Bedu 
living on what effectively constitute remote reservations. Unsurprisingly, 
having lost their nomadic lifestyle, these groups are fiercely protective 
of their remaining customs and distinctive expressive forms. However, 
communication technologies are not perceived by the southern Jordanian 
Bedu as a threat to their cultural preservation, but rather the very means 
by which it will most likely succeed. 

Thus, although the members of the Resha community center had no 
foreknowledge of Prometheus or a community radio station, they 
were more than pleased upon our arrival. Immediately, town members 
expressed a need for programming in their unique Arabic dialect; a desire 
to preserve their histories and stories; and their plans for local networking 
and community organization. 

When, at various points during the week, it seemed that the radio 
station might not come to be–the sound board would not work, the local 
municipality did not consent to granting a broadcast license–Resha’s 
inhabitants grew more determined. Having spent days soldering and 
planning, and having learned of the global movement for participatory 
media and communication rights, our new friends saw Radio Resha 
not only as their radio station, but also as their chance to contribute to 
a broader community that transcended their remote locale.  As a young 
housewife said after soldering a chunk of soundboard, “those bits of 
metal are like the bricks of the pyramids in Egypt–from something small, 
we are building something much bigger.” 

Friday, November 25th, Radio Resha successfully broadcast for a few 
minutes.  As music in Arabic modality blared from the station via a 
nearby car radio, women trilled and the men grabbed our hands to join 
their circle stomp dance, the dabke. Like Badi expressed earlier that 
week, Resha and community radio made a good match: thus, these 
southern Jordanian Bedu joined a social movement for which they were 
ready. 
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barriers, an inevitable problem at the Immokalee 
barnraising, and something we very much hoped 
to overcome at the PCUN event.  

With a crack Prometheus invention – the radio-
powered translation system – the technical 
expertise and organizing skill Immokalee 
leaders and other Spanish speaking participants 
became available to everyone.  Using quarter-
watt radio transmitters built by volunteers, 
donated handheld and earpiece radios, and 
dedicated translators on microphones,  English 
and Spanish speakers alike could follow the 
discussions, and participate in a cross-cultural 
technical build that few will soon forget.

“The [Paulo] Freire-ian style popular education 
techniques that our group uses for media 
capacity building with indigenous, campesino 
and popular organizations in Southeastern 
Mexico and Central America – MesoAmerica 
-- clicked like being en casa during the 
PCUN barnraising,” said Timo Russo, who 
traveled from Mexico with COMPPA, Popular 

Communicators for Autonomy. “Whether it 
was a workshop on popular communications 
methods, a talk on station profiles from Latin 
America, a brainstorming session on the studio 
layout or just simply untangling endless cables, 
each moment offered a learning environment 
that has brought us one step closer to building 
a world where many worlds fit! ¡Si Se Pudo! 
– We did it!”

KPCN and the dream of low power FM radio 
grew from seeds planted across the country, and 
no one was more surprised than we were when 
the dream that fed us – the hope of a community 
radio station, bringing voices of social justice 
to our neighborhood, to our city – became part 
of a garden that nourished so many.  And stay 
tuned -- the barnraising volunteers took the 
seeds PCUN planted home with them too.

“There are people here in USA openly in 
resistance against this system,” said Maria 
Peña. “I was surprised when I realized that.  
Community radio work reveals that resistance 

and actions... there are people here who are our 
brothers and sisters fighting for the same cause, 
but from the heart of the empire.”

WSLR-LP, in Sarasota, Florida, will re-
write our existing, and somewhat incomplete 
governance handbook.  After applying for a 
license with two completely different groups 
in tandem, the station needed to create an 
egalitarian and acceptable policy.  They’ve had 
great success in maintaining a democratic and 
functioning station model, and have now been 
on the air for over a year!

Broadcasting out of Davis, California, 
KDRT-LP entered a dense market with a 

distant commercial station broadcasting on 
the same channel.  To deal with the threat of 
encroachment, and to ensure KDRT wasn’t 
mistaken for “Sunny 101.5” at night, the 
crew researched and took on an automated 
broadcast system.  KDRT will write about their 
experiences with Rivendell, the open-sourced 
program they chose, and will discuss other 
options available to any budget level.  The 
guide will also explore the relationship between 
community radio and automation system, how 
these systems further the station mission, and 
how useful they really are.

With an audience of around 300,000, KYRS 
in Spokane, Washington, demonstrates the 
amazing capacities of a low-power station.  
Thin Air Radio has been broadcasting for 
over three years, garnering critical acclaim 
and support from the community.  The station 
will re-write our fundraising handbook, 
sharing valuable lessons and experiences, and 
explaining various techniques, from pledge 
drives to under-writing.

Make sure to keep an eye out for the new 
handbooks, coming soon.  Congratulations once 
again!

Do You Want to Be a Winner Too???  (AKA Who’s the Experts Part II)

By Dharma Dailey

The Tuesday before Thanksgiving more than 300 hundred residents 
of the Hudson Valley came out for a three-hour forum on Media 

Consolidation.  At least 60 or more members of the public stood up to tell 
FCC Commissioner Michael Copps that the media system is broken and 
must be fixed. The forum was instigated by a new, all-volunteer regional 
media reform group, Northeast Citizens for Responsible Media  
(ReMedia for short), that was founded just last year. Prometheus worked 
with the Center for International Media Action and filmmaker/indymedia 
activist DeeDee Halleck to provide logistical & organizing support to 
the grassroots activists who brought the FCC to town.  National media 
researchers Mark Cooper of the Consumer  
Federation of America and Bill Hoynes of Vassar College helped us with 
research that showed that this 5-county region has hardly any local media, 
since its consumed by the big-city media markets of NYC and Albany. 
We also conspired with Free103Point9 to set up a live simultaneous 
translation system for Spanish speaking residents of the  
Hudson Valley.  (And we’re pretty sure that running that 40 Watt 
transmitter under the FCC’s nose was perf-fectly legal.)

In the Hudson Valley, as in other public FCC forums, media bias, lack 
of local coverage, and misrepresentation and lack of representation of 
minorities were big topics among the panelists and from the floor.  Several 
members of the public brought up concerns over laws that change the 
way the internet can be used. Others spoke of the  
unique power and promise of public-access TV and how it could be lost. 

There was also a focus on what a Democratic congress might be able 
to do to change the course on media ownership. Will the new Congress 
make media more accountable to the people?  Perhaps the guys in blue 
suits were asking themselves the same question. The room  
had a healthy showing of reps from the Big Media chains that work their 
magic in the Valley. In what might be the first of on-the-ground outcomes, 
the Re-Media group has already arranged to meet with the news director 
of the only broadcast TV station providing Hudson Valley news -- and 
the only one not owned by a major chain-- to talk  
about ways to improve community news coverage.

Congressman Maurice Hinchey who hosted the hearing is a long time 
friend of media reform and has authored a Media Reform bill which he 
is actively pushing in DC.  Newly elected Congressman John Hall gave a 
heartfelt talk on his experience as working musician trying to get played 
on the radio.   Musicians used to travel around the country asking DJs to 
play their records as they went from town to town.  But  
for working musicians today- such as Hall’s band Orleans- there are no 
local DJs to go to.  Local panelists Dr. Roberto Calderin of Latinos Unidos 
in Newburgh and Rev. Willis Freeman of the NAACP of Kingston want 
to work with Re-Media to do forums on media issues with their groups 
to move toward the practical goal of changing  
representation of minorities in our local media and fighting for more media 
that serves the interests, cultures and concerns of their communites.

Public Floods the FCC Forum In Hudson Valley New York  

We’re starting the second round of our 
handbook project!  Now is the time to 

squeeze your brains, and get money for your 
great writing!  Read on….

Get Funding for your Knowledge -- Funding for 
Documentation of Best Practices in Community 
Radio!
 

Many low power FM stations have, through 
much experimentation, generated a ton of 
expertise on many key elements involved 
in running a radio station. We wrote a grant 
(that has been now been funded by the Surdna 
Foundation) that can give your station a bit of 
cash, and can benefit the rest of the movement 
by your knowledge. If you are finishing a 
handbook we already started, your station gets 
$800. if you are writing a new one from scratch, 
you get $1000.

For this round of the project, we’re 
commissioning handbooks on these topics: 

1) TOWERS AND POLES

This is an existing handbook that needs to be 
improved. It should have more new information 
on towers, include information on renting 
existing towers, finding existing tower sites, 
local zoning issues, and innovative solutions 
to finding existing high places. This is a 
modification of an existing handbook--$800

2) CODES OF CONDUCT AND 
DISCIPLINE POLICIES

Every station, eventually, will have problems 
with disruptive individuals and anti-social 
behaviors. Too many stations do not make 

policies until after they have a problem, 
and then they try to make a policy ad hoc in 
response to the particular behavior of one 
person.  
This handbook will survey a number of 
different stations to give a sense of how other 
stations handle these situations, so you can have 
a fair policy in place before there is a problem. 
This is a new handbook-- $1000

3) A DICTIONARY OF NOISE: AN 
AUDIO SAMPLING OF VARIOUS 
NOISE PROBLEMS FOUND IN RADIO 
STATIONS.

This handbook is a little different than the 
others, because it will have a large audio 
component. The author will search for samples 
of noise “in the wild” capturing squeaks, 
squeals, hums and buzzes as they come up. The 
noises will be recorded, identified, explained 
and their cures demonstrated. Our expectation 
is that 20 common forms of  
noise and interference will be captured and 
exhibited on a portion of our website.  This is a 
new handbook-- $1000

Stations should respond with a 1 page 
statement of interest, and our staff will select 
the best candidate to write the handbook.   
Please let us know a little bit about  how you 
plan to approach the topic of the handbook, 
and who the key people at your station will 
be  working on it. The handbook will need to 
document the experience and choices of the 
station, and include material from at least five 
other stations for their solutions to the same 

problems.  

This project will help alleviate the Prometheus 
staff tendency to act like a bunch of know-
it-alls, and relieve some of the tendency to 
duplicate the research that occurs in grassroots 
efforts.  It will also encourage stations to get 
in touch with each other and network, building 
ties that can be helpful in movement building.  
We will give a thorough review to all materials 
and make sure that they are not overly specific 
to one station or a certain subset of stations 
that we work with.  We generally expect that 
this handbook will be a group effort for your 
station, incorporating ideas from technical and 
non-technical people from the station.  This 
is about technology and its impact - how our 
groups choose to use it (as opposed to being 
used by it)! Same goes for the handbooks on 
non-technical issues, like governance. 

The handbook can range from 10 to 25 pages. 
Final handbooks will end up on our website, 
and published on paper.  It should be technical, 
but also philosophical and organizational in 
nature.  Handbooks in various poetic forms, 
such as sonnets, limericks, pirate jabber, funk 
lyrics, or haiku are welcome, but they must be 
fully informative.  We like pictures too! The 
deadline for statements of interest will be July 
15th. Authoring stations will be announced 
by August 1, and finished draft will be due 
November 1. 
If you are confused as to the status of your 
application, email petri (at) prometheusradio.
org to find out where we are in this process!

just simply talking about my Oromo-ness meant 
that I would be suspected by the government 
to be a member of the Oromo Liberation Front 
(OLF)- a resistance movement that fights for the 
human civil, and land rights of Oromo people in 
Ethiopia.  It was a very hostile environment as 
an Oromo journalist, and I often felt that trying 
to relay crucial information to the people that 
needed to hear it was impossible. 

S: Can you give an example? 
H: In April of 2004, there was a civilian 
political uprising in the capital city, Addis 
Ababa.  The large demonstration was organized 
by Oromo students attending university in 
Addis, who were protesting the human rights 
abuses allowed under the watch of corrupt 
government officials.  Oromo journalists were 
scrutinized by the government, and were 
accused of giving listeners information and 
propaganda against the government, and that 
their information was the cause of the uprising.  

For fear of being persecuted , that spring there 
was a mass exodus of Oromo journalists out of 
Ethiopia and into neighboring Kenya.

S:  Does the Ethiopian government have a 
communications branch similar to the Federal 
Communications Commission in the US?
H: There is only one entity of media in 
Ethiopia, and it is owned and controlled by the 
Ethiopian government.  So, there is really no 
need to have a regulatory structure, since there 
is nothing else to regulate, there is no such thing 
as real free speech.  There is really no diversity 
in radio programming there.

S:  Does Ethiopia have an Independent Media 
Center?
H:  No, not that I know of.  The concept of 
independently produced media is not a familiar 
one in Ethiopia.  

S: What are some things that could be done 
to improve the situation for African radio 
broadcasters working inside Africa?
H:  The entire system needs to be changed.  
The conditions for so many people living in 

rural areas is so dire, that access to information 
has become an issue of human rights.  We 
need to have a diverse media, one that will 
serve the communities that need often life-
saving information and are fighting for self- 
determination.  There is a need for a new 
movement  that will allow journalists to report 
truthfully about the conditions in the country.  

S:  Well, I want to thank you for taking some 
time to share some of your experiences being 
a journalist in a challenging environment.   I 
hope to see some of the changes that you spoke 
of, and that Ethiopia can join in the ranks of so 
many other inspiring African countries who are 
moving toward a more diverse and effective 
network of independent media producers.
H:  Thanks so much for this opportunity to 
share my experiences with you.  I appreciate 
being able to.

I was truly glad Habtamu decided to chat that 
day.  Perspective is an amazing thing, and 
having a glimpse into others’ realities can often 
bring more meaning and purpose to all of our 
work.  

PCUN, continued from pg. 8

we put it on the roof. Our guess is 
that it was a faulty chip, and excess 
heat led to its demise. It only took 
a few more hot and sweaty runs 
up a ladder to fix that one. There 
was a more vexing problem with 
the software running on the nodes, 
but the CUWiN development folks 
swung into action and after a few 
revisions, we started getting houses 
on the internet! It was very, very 
exciting to see this small cluster of 
homes in the bottom of a canyon 
getting lightning fast broadband 
internet. All in all, the installation 
took five days. 

I believe that TDV is planning on 
using wireless mesh technology 

for some of its other 

remote reservation installations. 
The technology works very well 
for a location where installing 
wires would not be practical, and 
has the capability of networking 
an entire neighborhood or city 
together. As long as there are 
enough connections out to the 
internet to support the traffic - 
the nodes can share the network 
resources and allow everyone in 
the mesh equal access. There is 
a downside to a mesh network 
though: the hardware is still 
relatively expensive, is a large up-
front cost. For many communities 
and groups, this cost might not be 
feasible in the short term. For those 
areas that can afford it, or for groups 
that can raise the funds - this is a 

great way for a community 
to take some ownership 
of its communications 
infrastructure and future. I 
am still excited about the 
potential, and I am glad I was able 
to take part in the installation.
` 
Many thanks to Matt 
Rantanen, Michael Peralta, 
Dwight Lomayesva, and 
Mia Toscano of Tribal 
Digital Village, Sascha 
Meinrath, Ross Musselman 
and Dan Meredith of 
Champaign Urbana 
Wireless, and everyone else 
that helped who’s names I 
can’t remember!

Digital Village, continued from pg. 7 

Meet the NewestPromethean!

Corey Mark joins PRP as the new 
Director of Development and 
Communications.  Hailing from 
a backround of fundraising, donor 
relations and grassroots organizing, 
Corey comes to Prometheus following 

Handbooks, continued from pg. 3
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barriers, an inevitable problem at the Immokalee 
barnraising, and something we very much hoped 
to overcome at the PCUN event.  

With a crack Prometheus invention – the radio-
powered translation system – the technical 
expertise and organizing skill Immokalee 
leaders and other Spanish speaking participants 
became available to everyone.  Using quarter-
watt radio transmitters built by volunteers, 
donated handheld and earpiece radios, and 
dedicated translators on microphones,  English 
and Spanish speakers alike could follow the 
discussions, and participate in a cross-cultural 
technical build that few will soon forget.

“The [Paulo] Freire-ian style popular education 
techniques that our group uses for media 
capacity building with indigenous, campesino 
and popular organizations in Southeastern 
Mexico and Central America – MesoAmerica 
-- clicked like being en casa during the 
PCUN barnraising,” said Timo Russo, who 
traveled from Mexico with COMPPA, Popular 

Communicators for Autonomy. “Whether it 
was a workshop on popular communications 
methods, a talk on station profiles from Latin 
America, a brainstorming session on the studio 
layout or just simply untangling endless cables, 
each moment offered a learning environment 
that has brought us one step closer to building 
a world where many worlds fit! ¡Si Se Pudo! 
– We did it!”

KPCN and the dream of low power FM radio 
grew from seeds planted across the country, and 
no one was more surprised than we were when 
the dream that fed us – the hope of a community 
radio station, bringing voices of social justice 
to our neighborhood, to our city – became part 
of a garden that nourished so many.  And stay 
tuned -- the barnraising volunteers took the 
seeds PCUN planted home with them too.

“There are people here in USA openly in 
resistance against this system,” said Maria 
Peña. “I was surprised when I realized that.  
Community radio work reveals that resistance 

and actions... there are people here who are our 
brothers and sisters fighting for the same cause, 
but from the heart of the empire.”

WSLR-LP, in Sarasota, Florida, will re-
write our existing, and somewhat incomplete 
governance handbook.  After applying for a 
license with two completely different groups 
in tandem, the station needed to create an 
egalitarian and acceptable policy.  They’ve had 
great success in maintaining a democratic and 
functioning station model, and have now been 
on the air for over a year!

Broadcasting out of Davis, California, 
KDRT-LP entered a dense market with a 

distant commercial station broadcasting on 
the same channel.  To deal with the threat of 
encroachment, and to ensure KDRT wasn’t 
mistaken for “Sunny 101.5” at night, the 
crew researched and took on an automated 
broadcast system.  KDRT will write about their 
experiences with Rivendell, the open-sourced 
program they chose, and will discuss other 
options available to any budget level.  The 
guide will also explore the relationship between 
community radio and automation system, how 
these systems further the station mission, and 
how useful they really are.

With an audience of around 300,000, KYRS 
in Spokane, Washington, demonstrates the 
amazing capacities of a low-power station.  
Thin Air Radio has been broadcasting for 
over three years, garnering critical acclaim 
and support from the community.  The station 
will re-write our fundraising handbook, 
sharing valuable lessons and experiences, and 
explaining various techniques, from pledge 
drives to under-writing.

Make sure to keep an eye out for the new 
handbooks, coming soon.  Congratulations once 
again!

Do You Want to Be a Winner Too???  (AKA Who’s the Experts Part II)

By Dharma Dailey

The Tuesday before Thanksgiving more than 300 hundred residents 
of the Hudson Valley came out for a three-hour forum on Media 

Consolidation.  At least 60 or more members of the public stood up to tell 
FCC Commissioner Michael Copps that the media system is broken and 
must be fixed. The forum was instigated by a new, all-volunteer regional 
media reform group, Northeast Citizens for Responsible Media  
(ReMedia for short), that was founded just last year. Prometheus worked 
with the Center for International Media Action and filmmaker/indymedia 
activist DeeDee Halleck to provide logistical & organizing support to 
the grassroots activists who brought the FCC to town.  National media 
researchers Mark Cooper of the Consumer  
Federation of America and Bill Hoynes of Vassar College helped us with 
research that showed that this 5-county region has hardly any local media, 
since its consumed by the big-city media markets of NYC and Albany. 
We also conspired with Free103Point9 to set up a live simultaneous 
translation system for Spanish speaking residents of the  
Hudson Valley.  (And we’re pretty sure that running that 40 Watt 
transmitter under the FCC’s nose was perf-fectly legal.)

In the Hudson Valley, as in other public FCC forums, media bias, lack 
of local coverage, and misrepresentation and lack of representation of 
minorities were big topics among the panelists and from the floor.  Several 
members of the public brought up concerns over laws that change the 
way the internet can be used. Others spoke of the  
unique power and promise of public-access TV and how it could be lost. 

There was also a focus on what a Democratic congress might be able 
to do to change the course on media ownership. Will the new Congress 
make media more accountable to the people?  Perhaps the guys in blue 
suits were asking themselves the same question. The room  
had a healthy showing of reps from the Big Media chains that work their 
magic in the Valley. In what might be the first of on-the-ground outcomes, 
the Re-Media group has already arranged to meet with the news director 
of the only broadcast TV station providing Hudson Valley news -- and 
the only one not owned by a major chain-- to talk  
about ways to improve community news coverage.

Congressman Maurice Hinchey who hosted the hearing is a long time 
friend of media reform and has authored a Media Reform bill which he 
is actively pushing in DC.  Newly elected Congressman John Hall gave a 
heartfelt talk on his experience as working musician trying to get played 
on the radio.   Musicians used to travel around the country asking DJs to 
play their records as they went from town to town.  But  
for working musicians today- such as Hall’s band Orleans- there are no 
local DJs to go to.  Local panelists Dr. Roberto Calderin of Latinos Unidos 
in Newburgh and Rev. Willis Freeman of the NAACP of Kingston want 
to work with Re-Media to do forums on media issues with their groups 
to move toward the practical goal of changing  
representation of minorities in our local media and fighting for more media 
that serves the interests, cultures and concerns of their communites.

Public Floods the FCC Forum In Hudson Valley New York  

We’re starting the second round of our 
handbook project!  Now is the time to 

squeeze your brains, and get money for your 
great writing!  Read on….

Get Funding for your Knowledge -- Funding for 
Documentation of Best Practices in Community 
Radio!
 

Many low power FM stations have, through 
much experimentation, generated a ton of 
expertise on many key elements involved 
in running a radio station. We wrote a grant 
(that has been now been funded by the Surdna 
Foundation) that can give your station a bit of 
cash, and can benefit the rest of the movement 
by your knowledge. If you are finishing a 
handbook we already started, your station gets 
$800. if you are writing a new one from scratch, 
you get $1000.

For this round of the project, we’re 
commissioning handbooks on these topics: 

1) TOWERS AND POLES

This is an existing handbook that needs to be 
improved. It should have more new information 
on towers, include information on renting 
existing towers, finding existing tower sites, 
local zoning issues, and innovative solutions 
to finding existing high places. This is a 
modification of an existing handbook--$800

2) CODES OF CONDUCT AND 
DISCIPLINE POLICIES

Every station, eventually, will have problems 
with disruptive individuals and anti-social 
behaviors. Too many stations do not make 

policies until after they have a problem, 
and then they try to make a policy ad hoc in 
response to the particular behavior of one 
person.  
This handbook will survey a number of 
different stations to give a sense of how other 
stations handle these situations, so you can have 
a fair policy in place before there is a problem. 
This is a new handbook-- $1000

3) A DICTIONARY OF NOISE: AN 
AUDIO SAMPLING OF VARIOUS 
NOISE PROBLEMS FOUND IN RADIO 
STATIONS.

This handbook is a little different than the 
others, because it will have a large audio 
component. The author will search for samples 
of noise “in the wild” capturing squeaks, 
squeals, hums and buzzes as they come up. The 
noises will be recorded, identified, explained 
and their cures demonstrated. Our expectation 
is that 20 common forms of  
noise and interference will be captured and 
exhibited on a portion of our website.  This is a 
new handbook-- $1000

Stations should respond with a 1 page 
statement of interest, and our staff will select 
the best candidate to write the handbook.   
Please let us know a little bit about  how you 
plan to approach the topic of the handbook, 
and who the key people at your station will 
be  working on it. The handbook will need to 
document the experience and choices of the 
station, and include material from at least five 
other stations for their solutions to the same 

problems.  

This project will help alleviate the Prometheus 
staff tendency to act like a bunch of know-
it-alls, and relieve some of the tendency to 
duplicate the research that occurs in grassroots 
efforts.  It will also encourage stations to get 
in touch with each other and network, building 
ties that can be helpful in movement building.  
We will give a thorough review to all materials 
and make sure that they are not overly specific 
to one station or a certain subset of stations 
that we work with.  We generally expect that 
this handbook will be a group effort for your 
station, incorporating ideas from technical and 
non-technical people from the station.  This 
is about technology and its impact - how our 
groups choose to use it (as opposed to being 
used by it)! Same goes for the handbooks on 
non-technical issues, like governance. 

The handbook can range from 10 to 25 pages. 
Final handbooks will end up on our website, 
and published on paper.  It should be technical, 
but also philosophical and organizational in 
nature.  Handbooks in various poetic forms, 
such as sonnets, limericks, pirate jabber, funk 
lyrics, or haiku are welcome, but they must be 
fully informative.  We like pictures too! The 
deadline for statements of interest will be July 
15th. Authoring stations will be announced 
by August 1, and finished draft will be due 
November 1. 
If you are confused as to the status of your 
application, email petri (at) prometheusradio.
org to find out where we are in this process!

just simply talking about my Oromo-ness meant 
that I would be suspected by the government 
to be a member of the Oromo Liberation Front 
(OLF)- a resistance movement that fights for the 
human civil, and land rights of Oromo people in 
Ethiopia.  It was a very hostile environment as 
an Oromo journalist, and I often felt that trying 
to relay crucial information to the people that 
needed to hear it was impossible. 

S: Can you give an example? 
H: In April of 2004, there was a civilian 
political uprising in the capital city, Addis 
Ababa.  The large demonstration was organized 
by Oromo students attending university in 
Addis, who were protesting the human rights 
abuses allowed under the watch of corrupt 
government officials.  Oromo journalists were 
scrutinized by the government, and were 
accused of giving listeners information and 
propaganda against the government, and that 
their information was the cause of the uprising.  

For fear of being persecuted , that spring there 
was a mass exodus of Oromo journalists out of 
Ethiopia and into neighboring Kenya.

S:  Does the Ethiopian government have a 
communications branch similar to the Federal 
Communications Commission in the US?
H: There is only one entity of media in 
Ethiopia, and it is owned and controlled by the 
Ethiopian government.  So, there is really no 
need to have a regulatory structure, since there 
is nothing else to regulate, there is no such thing 
as real free speech.  There is really no diversity 
in radio programming there.

S:  Does Ethiopia have an Independent Media 
Center?
H:  No, not that I know of.  The concept of 
independently produced media is not a familiar 
one in Ethiopia.  

S: What are some things that could be done 
to improve the situation for African radio 
broadcasters working inside Africa?
H:  The entire system needs to be changed.  
The conditions for so many people living in 

rural areas is so dire, that access to information 
has become an issue of human rights.  We 
need to have a diverse media, one that will 
serve the communities that need often life-
saving information and are fighting for self- 
determination.  There is a need for a new 
movement  that will allow journalists to report 
truthfully about the conditions in the country.  

S:  Well, I want to thank you for taking some 
time to share some of your experiences being 
a journalist in a challenging environment.   I 
hope to see some of the changes that you spoke 
of, and that Ethiopia can join in the ranks of so 
many other inspiring African countries who are 
moving toward a more diverse and effective 
network of independent media producers.
H:  Thanks so much for this opportunity to 
share my experiences with you.  I appreciate 
being able to.

I was truly glad Habtamu decided to chat that 
day.  Perspective is an amazing thing, and 
having a glimpse into others’ realities can often 
bring more meaning and purpose to all of our 
work.  

PCUN, continued from pg. 8

we put it on the roof. Our guess is 
that it was a faulty chip, and excess 
heat led to its demise. It only took 
a few more hot and sweaty runs 
up a ladder to fix that one. There 
was a more vexing problem with 
the software running on the nodes, 
but the CUWiN development folks 
swung into action and after a few 
revisions, we started getting houses 
on the internet! It was very, very 
exciting to see this small cluster of 
homes in the bottom of a canyon 
getting lightning fast broadband 
internet. All in all, the installation 
took five days. 

I believe that TDV is planning on 
using wireless mesh technology 

for some of its other 

remote reservation installations. 
The technology works very well 
for a location where installing 
wires would not be practical, and 
has the capability of networking 
an entire neighborhood or city 
together. As long as there are 
enough connections out to the 
internet to support the traffic - 
the nodes can share the network 
resources and allow everyone in 
the mesh equal access. There is 
a downside to a mesh network 
though: the hardware is still 
relatively expensive, is a large up-
front cost. For many communities 
and groups, this cost might not be 
feasible in the short term. For those 
areas that can afford it, or for groups 
that can raise the funds - this is a 

great way for a community 
to take some ownership 
of its communications 
infrastructure and future. I 
am still excited about the 
potential, and I am glad I was able 
to take part in the installation.
` 
Many thanks to Matt 
Rantanen, Michael Peralta, 
Dwight Lomayesva, and 
Mia Toscano of Tribal 
Digital Village, Sascha 
Meinrath, Ross Musselman 
and Dan Meredith of 
Champaign Urbana 
Wireless, and everyone else 
that helped who’s names I 
can’t remember!

Digital Village, continued from pg. 7 

Meet the NewestPromethean!

Corey Mark joins PRP as the new 
Director of Development and 
Communications.  Hailing from 
a backround of fundraising, donor 
relations and grassroots organizing, 
Corey comes to Prometheus following 

Handbooks, continued from pg. 3
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By Amy L. Dalton

Most community-radio stations in the US already belong to a 
mélange of coalitions and networks — including the National 

Federation of Community Broadcasters (NFCB), the Pacifica Network, 
and the World Association of Community Radio Broadcasters (known by 
its French acronym, AMARC) which links nearly 3,000 member stations in 
110 countries. But organizers in the Pacific Northwest say they are doing 
something different, and necessary.  

The Northwest Community Radio Network (NWCRN) will focus on 
pragmatic mutual aid, mentoring relationships, and collaborative 
content production — all work that relies on a geographical proximity 
and real-time meet-ups. The Cascadia region is defined broadly, 
including Washington, Oregon, parts of Idaho & Northern California, 
Canada’s British Columbia, and the southern section of Alaska, and 
some Pacific islands.

“By focusing on a regional scale, and thus staying more directly 
connected to local community priorities, we think the NWCRN can 
help community radio stations meet their potential as full-fledged 
alternatives to the consolidated, profit-driven media empires that
continue to dominate our airwaves” said Jonathan Lawson of 
Reclaim The Media (RTM), one of the initiators of the network.

RTM and Seattle’s KBCS-FM began conversations around the 
need for a regional network several years ago. Also instrumental in 
the early organizing were KRFP 92.5 LPFM – Radio Free Moscow, 
KSVR 91.7 FM of Skagit Valley College in Mount Vernon, KSER 
90.7 FM in Everett, CFRO 102.7 FM – Vancouver Coop Radio, 
KYRS 95.3 LPFM – Thin Air Radio in Spokane, KUGS 89.3 FM of 
Western Washington University in Bellingham, KAOS 89.3 FM of 
Evergreen State College in Olympia, and CJSF 90.1 FM of Simon 
Fraser University in Burnaby, BC.

In addition to crossing national borders in its scope, the new network 
will also rely on a wider definition of community radio than the pre-
existing networks, explicitly including unlicensed stations (aka 
“pirates”) as well as college and university stations.

Lawson hopes by including stations connected to educational 
institutions, the NWCRN can push the “education” mandate to its 
logical politicized end.

“With few exceptions, university and college stations in our region — 
especially the smallest ones — are not in the major networks,” says 
Lawson. “There are lots of licenses issued to college or university 
stations who for various reasons don’t have a very activist-oriented 
charter. But then when you listen to what they are actually doing, 
they do stick their necks out a bit by supporting programming like 
Democracy Now and trying specifically to get unheard voices from 
their community on the air.”

We’re hoping that a network will be a place where stations can 
come together and affirm this, and then push each other farther in 
that direction.”

One major way it will do this is to facilitate content-sharing 
relationships between stations — both by helping local producers 
to disseminate material that has relevance for the whole region, and 
by facilitating collaborative production between stations. Projects 
under discussion include a joint talk show, PSA sharing, and an 
emergency response network to promote “real-time” coverage in 
situations of heightened political stake. Most significantly – and 
after some deliberation – the group has made preliminary plans to 
partner with the Pacifica network and make use of their proprietary 
archive software called “Audioport.”

Trillium Shannon, a news producer at Portland’s KBOO, is excited 
about these new channels for distribution and relationship-building. 
Shannon is a member of the “Circle A News Collective,” and also 
works with the Portland Central American Solidarity Committee’s 
Bolivarian Media Exchange (BME) project. Originally the Venezuela 
Media Exchange, the BME grew out of a delegation that PCASC 
sent to the World Social Forum in Caracas last January. It aims 
to develop distribution networks between stations and producers 
in Cascadia, and those that are a part of and influenced by the 
Bolivarian Revolution in Venezuela. Shannon hopes the NWCRN 
will expand the BME’s distribution channels for the material they 
procure, as well as their access to material to send back.

Right now Shannon is most concerned with getting material from 
here to send to Venezuela. “People [there] are super curious about 
what’s going on in the US movement,” she said. “We just sent out 
a call saying we are looking for submissions, particularly Spanish-
language content.”

The role of the media in the Venezuelan revolutionary process 
was a primary inspiration for the NWRCN, according to Lawson. 
The commitment to include licensed and unlicensed broadcasters 
mimics the organizing style of Venezuela’s National Association of 
Alternative and Community Media (known by its Spanish acronym, 
ANMCLA). ANMCLA includes all forms of community-based media, 
but the vast majority of its members are radio stations.

“They are networking community media together in an way that is 
very clearly and expressly a part of a political movement.” Lawson 
said. He hopes that the NWCRN follow suit, and strengthen the 
bonds between community media and the social justice organizing 
going on in Cascadia around issues such as environmentalism, 
energy sustainability, and immigrants rights organizing.

“The direction this project will take is now up to the stations 
themselves,” he said. “But I will say that we think a network founded 
on values of democracy and social justice is really the only kind of 
network worth having.”

 Cascadia’s Community Radio Stations Plan Innovative   
 Regional Network

Does your station have a 
grassroots radio news service 
that covers what is happening in 
your community?  Is “a lack of 
funding” one of the main reasons 
you answered “No”?  Does 
someone from your station call 
Prometheus every few months 
wondering where to find money 
for new projects such as this? 
Well, you are in luck !

New Voices, a program administered 
by J-Lab at the University of 
Maryland and supported by a grant 
from the John S. and James L. 
Knight Foundation, provides seed 
grants to innovative community 
news ventures to foster community 
journalism in the United States. 
In 2005 and 2006, they provided 
funding for nineteen diverse projects 
including two LPFMS: Radio Tierra 

95.1 FM KZAS in Oregon and 
Radio Free Moscow 92.5 KRFP in 
Idaho.

With their New Voices grant, KRFP 
set recruited and trained a team 
of citizen journalists to produce 
a daily half-hour news program. 
Additionally, they created a 
companion website with streaming 
audio, podcasts of previous shows, 
and unaired, expanded reports. 
Based on the number of  anecdotal 
comments made by listeners to staff, 
volunteers and board members, 
Robartes estimates that the daily 
newscast is having substantial 
impact in the community.  “There 
has been an upsurge of citizen 
involvement in community affairs 
coincident with the establishment of 
KRFP News,” he noted. “Although 
we cant really say that we’ve 

caused that involvement, we are 
confident that we have an important 
role in supporting it. Well-informed 
citizens communicate with one 
another and make good decisions.”

If your station does not have a 
community news or public affairs 
program, or you have concept for an 
additional one, this is an opportunity 
for you!  The new application 
deadlines for this year are February 
12, 2007.  Though the guidelines 
and application process are not 
yet posted, check the website for 
updated information over the next 
few months:

http://www.j-newvoices.org/

Get in touch with Prometheus if 
you have questions about your 
application or if you want to talk 
with folks from one of the stations 

that previously received grant 
money from New Voices.

New Voices!  New Opportunities!
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