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OBSCENITY AND INDECENCY POLICY

I. Obscene Material

Obscene material is defined by the Supreme Court as material which “(1) the average person, applying contemporary community standards, would find, taken as a whole, appeals to the prurient interest; (2) depicts or describes in a patently offensive way sexual conduct; and (3) taken as a whole lacks serious literary, artistic, political or scientific value.” Obscenity material is not protected by the First Amendment and cannot lawfully be broadcast at any time. 
II. Indecent Material

Indecent material is defined by the Federal Communications Commission as material which, “in context, depicts or describes, in terms patently offensive as measured by contemporary community standards for the broadcast medium, sexual or excretory activities or organs.” Indecent materials is protected by the First Amendment; it cannot be banned but can be regulated. The FCC currently prohibits the broadcast of indecent material from 6:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. KZAS shall not broadcast indecent material during those hours. The broadcast of indecent material during the “safe harbor” period shall be preceded by the following disclaimer: “The following program contains language which may be offensive to some listeners.” 
Programmers who plan to broadcast indecent material must receive unanimous approval by the Executive Committee. Failure to inform the Executive Committee of the indecent content of a show may be grounds for dismissal.   The Executive Committee will decide to air or not indecent material based on the definition of the Supreme Court: “(C)  taken as a whole, lacks serious literary, artistic, political, or scientific value for minors.” 47 U.S.C. § 231(e)(6).

III. Responsibility of On-Air Volunteers

On-Air Volunteers are responsible for implementing this policy and for knowing the content of any material they broadcast. Any questions about the suitability of any material shall be directed to Program Director. 
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