Expanding Low-Power Radio: Talking Points

LPFM promotes the interests of local communities  

Commercial radio often broadcasts 'piped-in' content—audio recorded somewhere else—and sends it to many stations in order to cut costs. In contrast, LPFM radio is produced by people that actually live in and work in the community, making the content mored tuned-in to local issues and culture. LPFM promotes civic engagement, local music, and local news. 

LPFM is overdue

After Congress restricted LPFM licenses in 2000, the Federal Communications Commission ordered an independent study to determine if these small stations actually caused interference. The engineering study, carried out by the public-research MITRE corporation and released in 2003, showed that Congress' rules were overly restrictive. It concluded that no significant interference would result from expanding LPFM service. Since then, approximately 800 stations in rural areas have enriched local media while Congress has delayed implementing the service in major urban areas. 

LPFM is non-controversial

Since expanding LPFM service expands community access to the airwaves in accordance with its original mission, it has a wide range of support from groups that don't always agree on other issues.  Numerous musicians, civic groups, religious associations, and public safety organizations support expanding LPFM service. Supporters include: the National Association of Evangelicals, US Conference of Catholic Bishops, NAACP,  National Bar Association, AFL-CIO, Bonnie Rait, Bob Denver (of Gilligan's Island), and numerous emergency management agency directors.

LPFM is bipartisan

Expanding LPFM has always been a bipartisan issue. In the 110th Congress (2006-08) the Local Community Radio Act had 100 cosponsors from both sides of the aisle. On the Senate side, Senator John McCain, a long time champion of LPFM, was joined by Senator Obama in support of this legislation that would expand LPFM service. 

LPFM can help local businesses

Many LPFMs are underwritten by local businesses, allowing stations to promote local economic development as well as local media. Since both local businesses and local radio support the exchange of information, goods, and services in the community, they make natural partners. 

PFM is a vital tool during emergencies and natural disasters

Compared with large radio stations and television stations, LPFMs run off of less power and are more accessible during emergencies and natural disasters. They are easier to power with generators and are more likely to stay on the air. Since almost all households have battery-operated radios, LPFMs are more accessible during power outages when computers and televisions can't be operated. And since they are run by people invested in the community—as opposed to the bottom line—they often respond more quickly to the need for emergency information than large commercial stations. LPFMs have played crucial—even lifesaving—roles during snowstorms, hurricanes, and other natural disasters. 

LPFM is important during hard economic times


As the nation faces economic difficulties, LPFMs become an even more important tool to promote community involvement, economic development, and open dialogue. With many major newspapers going out of business or facing major financial difficulties, it is urgent that there are additional local sources of information. Expanded LPFM access would be a powerful community-based, community-funded addition to government spending on infrastructure. 

Congress must act NOW to remove the unfair restrictions placed on Low Power FM Radio!

Support the Local Community Radio Act

H.R. 1147 / S. 592
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