
The Current Encroachment Situation*

*This is the process which now exists when a Full-Power encroaches upon an LPFM. It is 

the result of a Prometheus victory in a “rulemaking,” which is the legal process the FCC 
uses to change its rules. The old process used to be very simple – if a Full-Power station 
wanted your spot, they got it. Your station was dead. If the NAB wins this lawsuit, we go 
back to the old system  – the 'simple' system that says LPFMs have no rights on the 
airwaves.

   THE KEY: 

Full-Power station applies to move in on a Low-Power 
station

LPFM does 
not object LPFM objects

Full-Power 
station moves 

so close it 
creates a lot of 
interference  

for LPFM, but 
Full-Power 
coverage 
unharmed

 Full-Power 
moves so close 
that existing 
LPFM creates 
interference 
with Full-

Power's new 
station zone

Full-Power 
 move creates

 little 
interference,
 no big deal, 

everyone 
continues 

broadcasting 
LPFM loses 

procedural rights, 
can only move to 
channels that meet 
all current spacing 

rules. 

FCC 
Action

Fact LPFM Action Full-Power Action



LPFM probably 
dies; under 

current spacing 
allocations, 

there's usually 
no channel.

LPFM looks to see
if there is a channel 

they can use 2nd
adjacent channel
under temporary

waiver

There is a 
channel

There is 
no 

channel

FCC asks LPFM 
if they produce 
8 hrs. of local 

programing daily

LPFM 
does not 
provide 

8hrs daily. 
They're 
dead. 

LPFM 
submits 

they 
provide 

8hrs daily

LPFM 
applies to FCC 

for 2nd 
adjacent waiver 

near
 another Full-

Power
 station on the 

dial

Full-Power station objects, 
tries to prove LPFM will cause 

interference in its new spot
Full-Power station does not object



FCC tentatively
approves new 

LPFM 
channel pending 

completion 
of rulemaking

LPFM 
moves to  
channel 

granted by 
the waiver, 
but is saved 

for now

FCC is 
convinced, 
LPFM is 
rejected

FCC is not 
convinced 
approves 
waiver

LPFM
 is dead

LPFM is 
tentatively 

saved

FCC 
evaluates 
evidence

FCC agrees 
with LPFM, 

finds FP 
deficient, 
rejects FP 

move

FCC finds 
LFPM 

deficient, 
LPFM is 

dead

Full-Power station 
does not object

Full-Power appeals, tries to prove it 
provides more public service than 

LPFM

FCC agrees, 
approves 

Full-Power 
move.

FCC 
unconvinced, 
rejects Full-
Power move. 

LPFM is 
tentatively 

saved

LPFM
 is 

dead

LPFM is 
tentatively 

saved




